John 4:16- 18 shows how Jesus told this woman her lite historv. The woman lett her pot

behind to run to the city and inform people of how she had come across someone who
could give life-giving water |

In John 4: 19- 25, the Samaritan woman diverted the conversation to worship at
Jerusalem and at Mt. Gerizim. When the disciples came back, the}-'l Were sgrpnsed.
When they asked him to eat the food, he answered that he had ubtamed retreshiment and
sustainance through the will of his father.  The climax ot the narrative is reac hed when
many Samaritans bebeved and recognised Jesus as the saviour of the world.

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CONVERSATION BETWEEN JESUS AND THE
SAMARITAN WOMAN -

I Jesus gives life that 1s eternal and more satisfying i.e. the giver of “living water”.

2. Jesus was the Messiah who brought unity and reconciliation between the hitherto
enemies. This 1s a new type of life he brought in this world.

3. By talking to the Samaritan woman, Jesus reveals the universal redemptive work

- Which he brought in this world. He ended the discriminative attitude that existed
-+ at the time.: ' - . B ’

4. One can have eternal life if he has a proper relationship with God. It is a call for
monotheism. e ' | ,

5. The humanity and divinity of Jesus was shown. First, he was tired and thirsty in
his human capacity but as a divine being he gives “life-giving water’.

6. Believers can only receive relief by getting into personal touch with Jesus.

[

Everyone can be cleansed of his sins. The woman was a-s
10 and brought neat to God. |

8. The life which Jesus gives is eternal,
sought satisfaction from men but all

inner; she was attended

and no other persoh can give it. The woman
in vain until she came to Jesus. |

9. Eternal life 1s not given by Jesus but it comes from God who sent him,
10. Jesus is shown as the omniscience i e. he i all knowing, He told the woman all
the acts she had ever done in life and that she had no husband.

__._i I. Jesus eradicated the barriers of culture which destroyed relationships. The rabbi
was not supposed to talk to women so closely. Jesus broke this law to bring |
salvation in this world.

| 2-'-.1'*-. ;

Through Jesus, the differences in worship and locality had ended. What was

n‘?eded was 51n_1136re commitment to God’s will Jesus had come to abolish all the
differences which had gone even 1o worshipping places. | |

13. InJohn 4: 36- 38, there is a reference to harvest as a proof that the messianic age
had been revealed and that the results were at hand |

14 Jesus’ power in blfi nging a sinner close to God is equally proved. The Samaritan
~ “woman had faith in Jesus despite her background. © = w T

Tl’}ﬂ cunverfiatlion‘ shows various ways through which Jesus won ‘the people to the
}(mgdmm-_m his father. He came in contact with them, established a common
mteresrwth them that led to spiritual truth, treated sin'in a manner that could
remove it. | |

15,

"I#‘j*.',.

Scanned by TapScanner



» &

16. God’s salvation through Christ became effective. The Samaritan woman

the city to tell everyone what she had seen. This is sy
Good N{:\ys by anyone who believes )
17 Jesus Christ had come to sacrifice

ran to

| mbolic of the spread of the

h In the saving power of God,

S  had c fic 1s life and win sinners to his father Even

;:]l:tintt;le dllﬂl:':.up)ea}wtlnught hlm food, h.c declined saying that it is the obedience to

ather that 1s the source of his sustainance

18. W’ljlen Jesus promised her living water, he I

gutded by the power of the holy spirit.'

19. Jesus 1s - ) 1ic £ .
» - Si1sa SOhLll ce of love and is full of mercy. He saved the woman from her sins
. ¢ story of the conversation en

ol . ‘ ded in convincing Samaritans and the whole
world that Jesus is a universal saviour.

meant that whoever accepts him will be

THE SECOND SIGN: AN OFFICIAL’S SON IS HEALED (JOHN 4: 43- 54)

After staving for two days with the Samaritans, Jesus left for Galilee where he received a
great welcome. He visited Cana where he has performed the first sign and he was met by

a noble man (otficial in the court of Herod). The officer asked Jesus to go to Capernaum
to heal his son who was in critical condition.

Jesus rebuked this man because he could not beliéve iintil he had seen. But the officer
continued to show faith and asked Jesus to come and assist him else his son would die. «
Jesus told the man to go horme; he would find the child well. The man believed what

Jesus toid him.

When he was still on the way home, his servant met him and told him that his son had
beganto recover and that the fever had left him the previous day at the seventh hour. The
mar- remembered exactly what Jesus had said.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ABOVE SIGN

l. The importance of faith 1s realised.

2 Jesus i¢ 2 Messiah who is the answer to every problem.

3. Most people came to him because of his healing power.

4 He is the source of GGod’s power.

D. The necessity to belizve without seeing can also be 11()§ed inlthis incident.

6. Jesus has r.;oine to restore life of those who yearn tor his assistance. .

7 Jesus is a giver of life. He healed the son x?fuhmﬂ necessarily touching him.

8. The salvation Jesus brought is umversal. 1 he officer was a Roman but Jesus
9. 'al“'s}:::;lh[l)r:wides a basis for the R[)!’ﬂaq of (_if}od‘Neufs Iﬁoﬁthf:‘:(i_cmile world.
10 Jesus had powers over the forces of evil and all forms of suftering.
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THE THIRD SIGN: HALING A CRIPPLED MAN A’ THE POOL.
CALLED BETHZATHA IN JERUSALEM (JOHN S 1- 18)

Jesus had gone to Jerusalem for a feast of Perim or trumpets. *Hr.’: wc?t tp. }:hc-1
pool known as Bethsda or Bethzatha which means "a house ol mercy . I ere
was a man who had been crippled for 38 years. Jesus asked the cripple 1f he
wanted to be cured.

; ' > man was seen
Tesus ordered the man to pick up his mat and then go. | ater the man was

in the temple. A member of the Sanhedrin charged Jesus tor breaking :[he
Sabbath law. Jesus comes with a new teaching that he was the Lord of

Sabbath.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS

L. The question Jesus posed to this man was meant to awaken a sense of
- expectation and hope. | o

2. This sign proves that he is a Messiah. That 15, 1n the messianic age, the
lame would walk. and indeed Jesus had fulfilled this. |

3. The Old Testament prophecies about a Messiah had come to be
fulfilled (Isaiah 35 6).

4. Jesus proved that he is the Lord of Sabbath. He was using it for the
good of man. | -

3. It showed that he is full of love and compassion.

6. Jesus restores the health of those who are in despair.

. The figure 38 is an approxination of the 38 years of the Israchtes’

wzndering in the wilderness. This showed the ineffectiveness of
Judaism to free sinful man. - “

8. Those who are spiritually lame need Jesus to bring a transformation n
therr lives. |
9. Both faith and obadience are pic-requisites for salvation,

10.  Jesus came to perfectthe law. He healed on Sabbath to show that the
law was made for man but not man being made for Sabbath.

L It shows that God cares for all his creatures even on Sabbath.

2. God’s healing power was manifested through Christ Jesus. He simply
commanded and the man picked his mat and walked wway.

13, Jesus had nullified the Jewish view that suffering was as a result of sin.

It proved that 1t was part of life.
THE DIVINE SONSHIP OF JESUS (JOHN 5 19- 29)

This section attempts to present Jesus answering charges against him
especially that of blasphemy. That he claimed to be equal to God.

I Jesus appreciated that he alone could not do anything.

2. There 1s a connection between the will of the father and that ot the son.
3. Jesus 1s here dentitied as a life-giving son of God

4. Jesus has prerogatives from his father to pass judgement.

S, Jesus 1s the ultimate revelation of the father.

224
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All men on earth should honour the son

dishonours the one who sent him
The term

Anyone who dishonours him.

son of man points to his humanity i.¢. his incarnate nature.
God has chosen 10 talk 1o his people through his son.

The relationship between Jesus and his tather 1s so marked that through
this, Jesus can perform miracles, -
John 5: 28- 29 points to the tinal judgement when the good shall be

separated from evil. This will be done by. the son whose authority
came from God. o

0.

WITNESS TO HIS DIETY (JOHN 5: 30-47)

k. Thus section reveals the authority of Jesus. He bears witness to God

2. [t is derived from the father who sent him.

3 More so his judgement reflects perfect knowledge and thoughts of God

4 All along the Jews had been demanding for external evidence and
questioning his authority. However. Jesus gave the example ot John 7
the Baptist, a messenger who was a witness to the truth. |

3 Jesus 1s presented as a lamp that burns and shines; so they should - a
rejoice as witnesses of the truth. _

6. Jesus refers to the witness of the works God had enabled him to
perform.

7. .. In.this section, Jesus refers to the Old Testament scriptures which the

] ews believed in. He showed that all these scriptures were fulfilled in

his personality as the sonof God. - -~ - - . |

8. He shows how the Jews had rejected God's prophets and how they
were about to reject the ore sent by God.

9. John 5: 45 points to the view that they regarded Moses as their

protector. However, he would become thetr accuser because they had
failed to follow essential elements of the law. |

10. Jesus. here, shows that if they had accepted the law, they would not
have rejected the son of God. <

THE FOURTH SIGN: THE FEEDING OF FIVE THOUSAND PEOPLE
(JOHN 6: 1- 14) gl o

[t took place as the Passover approached, on th::hill (mountain). This 1s the
second Passover mentioned in the Gospel HCE(}TEIII’.}:-‘; to John o
Mountains were places of interaction b?twc‘en E,lqd ;md m,.m h..‘-ﬂi.l‘-a}tt'w;tfh
Philiip by asking, “Where can we buy tnuq to teedLli th:.:.au pf:itnf;t.ﬁ 1§
presents 2 contrast between human perception ;v;lnd_dmlm perception.

2s of bread represented the five law books. This feeding was a .

Five loav d heavenly feast of God

messianic sign pointing towards the Lord S Supper an  which God
The miracle reminded people of the Old Testament manrid WRIC P
provided to ihc (sraelites. In this Gospel, the feeding stands as an Introduc

to the discourse on the bread of life.

|2
I
1;.
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THE FIFTH SIGN: CHRIST WALKS ON WATER (JOHN 6.

After Jesus had fed the five thousand people, he knew that some J ews wanted
to seize him and make him a King. The disciples got into a bnatrm an attempt
to cross Lake Galilee to Capernaum. By this time, Jesus had retired to the
mountain for prayer and communion.

By night, the disciples had moved for 3 to 4 miles and were m-'f.:rtakcn_ l:n» a
storm. Jesus came to them walking on water. The disciples were terrified.

SIGNIFICANCE

. The miracle shows Jesus as a Messiah.

) He has supernatural powers. | |

3 The importance of praver can be seen (Jesus went to the mountain to
pray). (A |

4. Water in this miracle stands for challenge not for cleansing.

5. The storm refers to difficult life situations including evil forces. |

6. Jesus’ divine power is clearlv seen. -, .. .. ; _:

7. He has control over forces of nature and other evil forces.'

8. Jesus speaks of himself, “Don’t be afraid, itis1”. This 1s compared to,
“Tam who I am”, in Exodus 3: 14 implying his existence before every

| creature. |
9. It showed that the disciples would face some problems but he would

always be with them.
- 10. They must have faith in Jesus in times of problems.

- 11 Jesusis a source of consolation. He could not leave his disciples
uncomfortable in such an overwhelming storm.

12. Jesus is the Messiah whose nature is mysterious. They thought thev
had seen a ghost when they saw Jesus walking on water.

3. Jesus 1s a source of mercy, kindness and compassion. He told them not
to be afraid since he was with them (Jon 6: 20).

JESUS. THE BREAD OF LIFE (JOHN 6:25-70), |
"~ Many people followed Jésus. They decided t0 Ll’(}S'iLdl\EGEllllﬁe so that they
could reach Capernaum before Jesus. They were astonished to find Jesus
already there. Jesus condemned their attitude because it was not spiritual but
based on material refreshment. Thev were looking for bread from him not his

message. He called upon them to labour for food that does not perish i.¢.
eternal life. He alone can give this food.

The Jews asked Jesus to give them such bread (John 6: 34). Jesus rephed. |
am the bread of lite. He who comes to me does not get hungry; whoever .
believes in me shall never be thirsty”. (John 6: 35). Jesus stoi}bed the Jews
from murmuring amongst themselves.

He told them that no one came to the son of God unless the father who sent

him draws him. In John 6: 47- 51, Jesus shows that those who believe in him
shall have eternal life. & ‘o
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He contrasts the nranna of the exodus in the wilderness with the bread of life
He shows that whoever eats the bread he gives shall not dic. Jesus said that he
was ready to give his flesh for the life of the world.

The Jews show lack of understanding of Jesus™ words. “Iam the bread of
life,” meant that Jesus 1s a source ufspiritual.-nuurishmenl_ What 1s important
is to accept, believe and trust in the one who God sent (John 6: 29).

Jesus castigated their spiritual darkness when they demanded fora stgn similar
to that of manna which god gave to Moses in the wilderness. He called upon
them to have spiritual enlightenment. According o Jesus” words, 1t 1s only
God who gives bread from heaven which gives life. The meaning of Jesus
words was clear he wanted to mean that God 15 his father who sent him on
earth so as to bring cternal hfe to whoever believes in him.

Since eternity comes through God’s actions through Christ the bread of life.
Jesus meant that his salvation plan had been fulfilled. Jesus contrasts the
spiritual bread he gives with ranna ol the Old Testament which could not stop
death. Jesus is the spiritual bread because his flesh was about to be given for
the salvation of the world.

The teaching of Jesus points towards the sacramentai meal of the Lord’s
Supper. 't foreshadows Jesus’ vc.demptive work through his death where his
body and blood were to be given for the salvation of all believers. This also
foreshadowed the great heavenly feast of God’s Kingdom.

This was 4 ‘nessianic on that reveals Jesus as a fulfilment of the Old testament.

JESUS AT THE FEAST OF SHELTERS (TERBERNACLES) JOHN 7: 1-52

¢ During this time the lews stayed in the tents and outside their homes.
They nerformed the ritual of pouring water in the temple as a sacrificial act

o Thevy used to light many lamps after dark (before the ceremony ended)
Tk.is was a reminder of the light provided to the Israclites by the pillar of
{",re in the desert.

e (11 verses 1- 4. the clivine nature is shown as he suspected death in Judea
and refused to go there. He knew that his time had not yet come.

¢ His brothers wanted Jesus to go to Jerusalem and show his power at the
feast of terbernacles. Jesus gave a negative answer saying, “My time has
not yet come.” He was referring to his death and olorification.

¢ Jesus could have noticed that his brothers™ lives were still influenced by
the law, Judaism and earthly pride. He was changing Judaism which was
base:d on external rituals, yet he operated at the will of his father

¢ Afterwards. Jesus went to feast in secrecy and could not demonstrate his
divine power. He had become a figure of national interest, that 1S why
they were cayitalising on his being good.

JESUS® TEACHING IN THE TEMPLE AT THE FESTIAL (JOHN 7: 14- 537)
A lesus teught, he Jews were amazed at his teaching. They doubted him

hecause: he.was not a scholar. He confirmed to them that his teaching did not

Y7
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originate from man but from God. Jesus tx'as'&pi:.nking{.r?n'*n.thu L;Elll'lltzﬂ-lf;.' 1_1;]-
his father. He had come to glorify his father not to glorify himselt. His father
was the true God.

The Jews challeﬁged him on allegations that he was breaking Sabbath laws or

Mosaic laws. Jesus set a challenge to them stating that Muses_allowgd them to
circumcise even on Sabbath he wondered why they opposed his charity.

By implication, Jesus had come to perfect and fulfil the (_Jlld estament faw of
Moses. The Jews expected a messiah to be extraordinary 1n naturc vet they
knew Jesus’ mother and father. | :

Thev attempted to arrest Jesus but since his time had not come, this ;:mld not
happen. The chief priest sent some officers to arrest Jesus, but he continued
preaching. He went further to foretell his death and resurrection (John 7: 53)
At this time, they failed to understand Jesus” words.

STREAM OF LIFE GIVING WATER (JOHN 7: 37- 39)

[t was on the last day of the feast, the day on which water was ceremonially
poured out of a golden vessel to commemorate the provision of water in the
wilderness. On that day, Jesus taught about the water of life.

"1 will give water to the thirsty and make streams flow on drv ground.” he
said. According to John 7: 40- 44, people clearly discussed Jesus™ conduct in
the temple. Verses 45- 51 show that the guards went to the chief priest having
failed to arrest Jesus because they had been convinced by hts teaching.

In John 7: 51, Nicodemus; a Pharisee who had 20ne to see Jesus at night
defended him. e T i

COMMENTARY ON THE ABOVE

L. Jesus was water himself that can give life compared to the water in the
wilderness. " 2 | | &
2, Jesus” words fulfil the Old Testament scriptures especially the words

of Isaiah 44: 3-4. o _

Jesus teaching here meant that faith in Jesus would enable the Holy

Spiritto come to all believers A e sl

4.__ 1_ The spirit he' would give would produce good fruits, or FIVELS In man.

5. 7 "The words of Jesus meant that the messianic age_as‘ t:bré{ol‘d: by the
book of Ezekiel 47: 1-12 had come to be fulfilled.

s

6. Jesus 1s a spring who gives life-giving water to all believers of faith.

o It 1s eternal life which he has brought to all believers.

8. The symbolism of water in John’s gospel linked to baptism. a new
order of his conversation with the Samaritan woman, weddinﬁ at Cana.

9. [t means that he can heal. ..,... i

10.  He has come to cleanse all sinners of their sins.

1§ Water was a sign of god’s blessings to his people. Jesus is thus. a

source of God’s blessings.

(B
1<
*
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12. It appears that people fa
ple failed to underst: — |
he was to provide them with x-v;tr::rt(;‘{l‘??ed RS W v it
A WOMAN CAUGHT = e
CAUGHT IN THE ACT OF ADULTERY (JOHN 8: 1- 11) L 4

After the feast of shelte |
shelters, Jesus went to Mountain Olives. The next day when

he was 1n the te -
mpl » Pharisees and scri =
B ——. 0‘1" jaal?t;r’hdrmu and scribes confronted him and brought a
adultery and placed her in front of Jesus )

“This woman was ¢ -

They k:;it’g' t:? t:i :iilfl?l ?n 1th¢:‘ T-'_er}*'_ acl.uf cmnmi‘tu’ ng adultery,” they said.

wanted to know u-heihu;:?tl% of sinning if he acquitted the woman. They also
ek her Jesus approved the act of stoning the woman

according to the mosaic law (Deut 22: 22). They knew > would have

et R

contlicted with the ¢ivil law of the Romans.

Jesus turned to them and said to them, “The one who has never done 1t. let him
be the one 10 hrstltbmw 1 stone at her.” He bent down to write on the ground
Bx the time he raised his eyes to look at them. they had already gone u:\.'m one
after Ih.e other. Then Jesus told the woman to go home and never 1o rupczil the
same sin.

SIGIFICANCE OF THE ABOVE

E: Jesus is a Messiah that has come to perfect the Mosaic law. -

Z The judgement of these people on the adulterous woman was partial
and intendzd to trap Jesus but he is a fair judge,

3. Jesus. by writing on the ground shows that he was unwilling to pass

judgement onto the woman. Some scholars say that he was writing
down the sins of the acCusers while others say he had ignored their

accusations.

4 Tesus condemned the sin of adultery but not the sinner. This proves
that he had come to liberate sinners.

3. The event calls for repentance. A1l who wrong god should confess
their sins and turn back to God. “Do not sin again.

6. Man is not a judge of others it is God who 1s the righteous judge.

7 - This story eXposes the reality that everyonc is a sinner. [t 1s better to
find faults in ourselves than condemning others. |

8. Even if they used the law of Moses to challenge Jesus, they forgot that

qs interpreted this law. To this end,

Moses was given the law and Jes

he perfected the Mosaic law and above all, he was more than Moses.

the woman were 1n a state of spiritual

9. [t appears Lhat those who brought
blindness. They did not understand Jesus even when he talked to them.
10.  This question was ntended to antagonise Jesus with sinners so as 1o

aliznate him from them. It should however he stressed that JTesus came

to bring salvation to SINNETS.
I 1 This story shows that by nature manisa sinner. When Jesus told those

who had ncver committed that sin to stone the womar, cach went out

one by onc.

12 Jesus Christ 18

can still save mankind and bring him 0

a Messiah; regardless of the gravity sin committed. he
r her close to God

. "h,;l]
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I 13, Mankind can fully be reconciled with God if he approaches Jesus
J W personallv. This woman was so worried but Jesus relieved her of her
worries, “Go and do not sin again.” |
14. It can also be noticed that by the time of Jesus. sin had proclaimed the
hearts of the people that everyone needed salvation. _U»’]u:_r1_.llg;_mﬁ.a1_~_:k:._:d
the ‘rightecous’ to stone her, even the self-imposed 'Irlgh;ua_mu:a ruhgumus .
leaders confessed their sins before Jesus and they did this by walking

il

away because of their guilt. o -
Jesus” act of setting the woman free indicated that 1t 1s good to mvite a

5.
sinner to repent than embarrassing or condemning him the way they

were dragging this woman.
Christ 1s tull of love and forgiveness. He forgave the woman and told

her never to repeat the mistake. He can forgive us even it our sins are

/ SO many. |
874 The incident confirms the view that Christ had come not to judge or

condemn or convict sinners but to save them from the wrath ot God.

18.  God seeks reconciliation with man through Christ. There 1s no sin
beyond forgiveness. Since he called sinners in the Old Testament such

as Isaiah, Moses. he can call anybody irrespective of their past

16.

mistakes or blunders.
19. Jesus 1s a true son of God who knows the hearts of men. Even at the

time when the mob were condemning the adulterous woman, he had
already sensed their sins and he knew they were guilty of similar sins.
All sinners who have received salvation or forgiveness of their sins are
called upon to remain in a state of holiness. They should never revert
to sin. This 1s only possible if they make Jesus the centre of their lives.

JESUS PROCLAIMS HIS DIVINITY (JOHN 8: 12- 50), DISCOURSE ON
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD (JOHN 8:12-20) - 1

¢ Jesus referred to himself as the light of the world. Thus whoever follows
him will have the light of life and never shall he walk in the darkness.

¢ Jesus as the light of the world has fulfilied the Old Testament scriptures
especially Exodus 33: 22 in the pillar of light that guided the Jevys. |

¢ Whereas the pillar guided the Jews under Moses, Jesus is a new, Moses
who 15 the light of the world that leads all believers from darkriess to I'ight
in a new exodus from slavery of sin to freedom.

¢ InJohn &: 13, the Pharisees challenged Jesus because it was rare for a true

prophet to declare himself,

¢ Jesus justified his words because he wanted to show them that he told them
the truth about his father. This shows that Jesus is a revelation of the.
father. He is therefore the light of God.

¢ He has come to enlighten the people about the law and the Jewish rituals.

¢ He brought salvation to all believers from the bondage of sin.

¢ He portrays his divinity because he asserted that he stands by his tather.

¢ He is compared to one sun which lights the whole world,

¢ Jesus has brought jov, happiness to this world. Feople musi therefore
follow him, believe in him, walk in his light and those whe, follow him no

[onger walk in darkness.
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o Because he is the light of the world, he will lead all believers to heavenly

glory.
¢ All t}elleycrs through Jesus shall have the light of lite, the light of spiritual

Ilf(f‘, in this world and of everlasting life in the heavenly world. | |
¢ lt1s true that the Pharisees opposed his 1cstimun§ﬂ Iilmﬁi?‘er; Jesus gave ? ‘

three proofs to justify his proclamation of himself.

¢ That he was conscious of his own authority, 1 know where | came (rom
and where 1 go.”” He knew he came from the glﬁw of his father and he was |
going back to it. | '

¢ He knew that they were incompetent judges; they were ignorant because
they judged Christ and his Gospel vy outward acts.

¢ His _testimﬂny of himself was sufficiently supported and approved by the
testimony of his father.

¢ John & 21-30 shows the confrontation between religious leaders and Jesus

¢ e shows how he was about to die as a result of thelr sins.

¢ He invites them to believe in him to avoid spiritual death.

¢ 1lc however shows the kindness 0 the few who accepted his Messianic

doctrine. £ o =

He exposes their enmity 10 him as a true Messiah.

He gives them assurance that he that sent him 1s with him (verse 29). .

Here. he was showing his divine relationship with God as a Mesmah- |

& In spite of their rejecung his words, John 8: 30 shows that many believed
in him. This brings out the idea of the remnant i.e. even if many have

rejected him, those who have remained faithful are to be saved by him.

® <

MEN WHO ARE FREE (JOHN 8: 31-47)

o lesus demanded for faith from the Jews <4 as to be his true followers. To
him,,'physicall descent from Abraham was not enough. They were still 4
under sin hence, slaves of the law. g,
o In verse 34, Jesus tells his mission that he was ooing to free them from
slavery of sin. |
¢ This section also shows how they failed to recognise Jesus. |
¢ They wanted 10 Kill him which shows that they could not measure even
measure 1o Abraham’s standards.
¢ Lven if they claimed to be truc sons of
¢ e called upon them tO believe in him and his truth.

G‘Dd-, they were sons of the devil.

JESUS AND ABRAHAM (JOHN 8 48-58)

¢ Jesus was insulted by the Jews, they called him a Samaritan.

¢ He claritied the relationship between him and the father. He noted tha the
pPromises which his father had made to Abraham had been fulfitled in him.
By this, he meant that whoever believed him would not die.

o Jesus was referring 10 eternal life which he gIVES. Nevertheless, the Jews
did not understand his divine nature.

¢ Jesus claimed his pre-existence 10 Abraham_(bqfum Abraham was born).
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The name “law’™ was used in tqé book of Exodus to reter to G{‘bd‘_ T his |
means that Jesus was one with God 1n fact. he was God himselt hence. his
divine character can be revealed.

To the Jews, this was impossible and therefore. blasphemy. They thought
Jesus was seeking cheap popularity.

The Jews thought he had a devil of he was mad. |

To Jesus, they had refused to accept the truth and had rejected h'ﬁ W‘"f“*
Having denicd connection with the devil as per their charges against him.
Jesus asserted that he was very sincere in his intentions.——
Later in verses 51 and 59, he gives the doctrine of immortality of believers
1.e. of life after death.

He gave them a rule that when persecuted in one city, they should flee to
another.

THE SIXTH SIGN: JESUS HEALS A BLIND MAN (JOHN 9: 1-12)

® & & o

2
&

Healing here shows the new messianic era in Jesus Christ |

It was on Sabbath proving that he uses Sabbath to do good and holy things
1.e. healing.

In John 9: 2 the disciples asked Jesus to tell them whose sin made sluch a
person to be born blind. This shows the Old Testament understanding of
sin bemng linked with suffering,

Agair, it was caused by either the sufferer of his parents.

Jesus™ response refuted such a neczssary connection.

It emphasised Jesus’ teaching on the issue of individual responsibility.
Jesus’ teaching is a ‘ulfilmenit of Ezekiel’s prophecies in the Old
Testament (Ezekiel 18: 20). |

According to Jesus’ resporise,, the man’s suffering was intended by God so
as to manifest his power tarough him. = | |
Jesus spat on the ground, us.ed this mixture of saliva and soil and rubbed 1t
in the man’s eyes. This sigmified God’s power reflected in Jesus.

The man was told by Jezsus to wash his eyes in a pool of siloam. This_ was
an Old Testament u."or d 10 mean ‘sent’ a title given to Jesus the Messiah
(Isaiah 8: 6). - |

Insteaci of berng embi 1sced, this miracle opened Jesus to perseputmn.

By th:s healing. it sigaified that Jesus is a source of spiritual light. |

It meant that before. t he coming of Jesus, the Jews were blind but by his
com'ng, they ought ‘o have received light.

It was an act invrarg faith from them.

It was a messianic act that “the blind will see’, (Isaiah 35: 5).

FURTHFR CONTROVERSY WITH THE JEWS (JOHN 9: 13- 34)

%

¢

The neighbouirs of “he man who was healed and haf_d knmlm him tor so

1ona took hin to the local synagogue. To the Pharisees, this was a )
‘::} | " W . ? . i

violation of the law because 1t was against the law 1o heal on Sabbath

The Pharis2es ¢ onfronted the healed beggar. They accused him ot beinga

disciple © f Jes 4s since for them they were proud to be disciples ot Maoses.
Jisciple of Jes

J
tad
J
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The man declared his faith in Jesus Christ before the Pharisces. Afte ¢ the
interrogation, the man was chased away from the svnagogue since F e was
considered an outcast. | |

The Jews, especially the Pharisees considered themselves more ' ghteous
than anybody else. They were arrogant and used to challenge ar 1y
assoctates of Jesus. This is because they had failed to understo, nd the true

nature of Jesus i.e. they still had the Old Testament views abot it getting a
political messiah.

SPIRITUAL APPLICATION OF THE SIGN (JOHN 9 35-4 )

4

¢
¢

%
¢

After the expulsion of this man from the synagogue, Jes,us usked the healed
man whether he believed in the son of God.
In this way, Jesus had declared his Messiahship.
According to John 9: 37, the man believed in Jesus,
This was Jesus’ step to eradicate their spiritual bt ndness.
By implication, Jesus was a Messiah. This is Fiecause he 1s the light of

the world. All who come to him receive full vi.sion since he is the source
of lieht.

JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD (JOHN 10° 1-21)

¢

¢

This teaching of Jesus about a good shepherd starts with a parable in
verses 1- 6 and then a discourse on a good shepherd follows.

Ihere 1s a relationship of this teaching with that provided in the svnoptic
Gospels; e.g Mark 6: 34, L.uke 15: 4- 6. then letters such as 1 Peter 2° 25

Iy |
& ol

The 1dea of sheep and shepherd are often used 1n the Old testament in view
of the Jewish activity of sheep rearing.

Shepherds used to build strong enclosures where sheep were put and
protected from there against wild animals.

In the book of Psalins 23: 1-4 and Ezekiel,:the terms are used too reter to
God and the [sraelites respectively.

Again the term used 1o apply to Israel’s good kings who would protect
their people.

Jeremiah 23: 1- 8 uses the term shepherd to refer to the good Israelites who
would constitute a remnant.

Jesus 1n this section uses a parable. He says that whoever does not ener
by the door 1s a thief, whoever enters by the door 1s a shephard. He calls

~ his sheep by name and leads them out of the wilderness.

The sheep know his voice.

In John 10: 7 he says, | am the gate of the sheep.”
“Those who came before were robbers™.

Jesus refers to himself as a good shepherd

[~
'_,F-ll'
P
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COMMENT ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF JESUS” TEACHING ON A
GOOD SHEPHERD | | |

L.

2

o

13,

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.
2.

Jesus is the fulfilment of the Old Testament scriptures especially those
connected to the sheep and shepherds.

It indicates that he is the expected Messiah because he is a King, a
descendant of David and all the believers are his flock. )
Jesus came to liberate all those who are distressed. He is rea
or sacrifice himself for the sake of the sheep (sinners).

Jesus committed his life, strength, care for man as a good shepherd.
Jesus knows the thoughts, desires, actions of his followers (

dv to die

The term robbers is used to refer to the Pharisees, sadduces who had

failed to understand Jesus and were insisting on acts of Judaism and
the law. -

In this section, Jesus warns all his followers to be aware of false
teachers and religious leaders, i

Tht? Eharisees had failed to find the right channel to the father due to
their ignorance of Jesus’ mission. | i * _
Jesusl being the door, it implies that through him, mankind can attain
the gift of salvation.

When Jesus uses the term pasfurés in John 10- 9, he shows that he as a-.
good shepherd is a source of eternal life.

I: this paré}ble; good people who depend on God are compared to
sheep. k | - iy

Chr_is;t 1s the door for all sheep. He is the one
believers to the father

As a gnnd shepherd, he is a protector of the people’s needs. he is a
guardian and a custodian of people’s desires

Jesus Christ is the best of all shepherds.
for the purchase of his flock. He came t

There is no person better than-Jesus.- He cares, he loves, he is so

faithful and tender in the discharge of his duties. . He1sa good
shepherd unequalled in the whole world. | | a

It-1s because of his good shepherdhood that his father loves him  He
confirmed, “The father loves me because I am willino |
lite”, (John 10: 14- 15),
desert him.

Jesus shepherds not only the Jews, but also the Gentiles He wants to
unite all people in spite of their differences from 10: 16
Not only does he know all the interests of his followers, but
shepherd, he provides entrance for his animals, they come i
out freely.

As a good shepherd protects and gathers his animals when they scatter.
similarly, Jesus protects all believers from Satan

As a good shepherd, Jesus 1s L:Dncert"led wr_;th the lost sheep. Christ
gathers Christians into one Church for which he is a head

As a good shepherd, Jesus provides a way to the heavenly Kingdom.
Jesus cultivates confidence in his flock. They cannot abandon him to
follow others.

whucaﬁ lead all

He was ready to give his life
0. give life 1n abundance.

1ling to give up my
Here, Jesus is confident that his father cannot

as a good
1 and go

234

Shtt“p) as a
. good shepherd. Jesus’ knowledge of his followers produces love.
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JESUS AT THE FEAST OF DEDICATI_ON (JOHN 10: 22-42)

THE UNBELIEF OF THE JEWS

4

@&

The feast of dedication wac

temple services,

was around 165 B.C. during the period of the Maccabbes after
csecration by Antiochus Epiphases,

When lesus was walking in

intercepted by the Jews who
his messianic claims

Instituted to commemorate the restoration of

the temple- Solomon’s Porch, he was
told him to make clear pronouncements about

The Jew C »d hi : o ' "I 5]
g 5 TEx:js had declamd him as a messiah but their lack of faith and: vision
Jd made 11. impossible for them to witness his true messianic work.

esus prpmlsed several things to his people. They will have eternal life 1f
they believe.
That they would never die (verse 28).

Considering this as blasphemy, they attempted to stone him

Jesus here referred to Psalms 82: 6. He shows that God spoke to rulers and
Judges of Israel who were charged with handling justice. These were
blamed for calling themselves gods. Basing on this, he wonders why they
objectad his claims.

He reminded them of how the Israelites became sons of God at Mt Sina:,
therefore , by acknowledging his consecration by God, he was confessing
his messiahship.

Trlk SEVENTH SIGN: THE RAISING OF LAZARUS (JOHN 11: 1-57)

¢

¢

¢

* & o o

®* <&

¢

=

Jesus was in Peraea when he received a message that his friend Lazarus
was Bethany. . -

When he heard about this, he said that such a sickness was for God’s glory
and for the glory of the son of man. e |

Two days after, Jesus and his disciples set off for Judac. His disciples
were fearing that the Jews would try to stone Jesus.

Jesus realised that Lazarus was dead. | |

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, Lazarus had been dead for four days.
John 11 17- 22 shows a conversation between Jesus. Mary and Martha,
[n spite of the fears expressed by many, Jesus asked them to lead him
where they had laid the body.

Jesus wept because he was a dear friend of Lazarus. |

Before raising Lazarus, he lifted up his eyes ard prayed, "t ather, you
listen 10 me.” | e B

All of a sudden. Lazarus woke up and moveci away.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ABOVE SIGN

1o

(aJd

Martha showed utmost faith and she Helieved that Jesus ceould do
anything to prevent the death or rais.: her brother. ey |

Death is a means through which a believer reaches Goad. 1t 1s part and
pa'rrcul of lite. | N

Ckrist himself 1s the resurrectioin and life.

.11

=
‘_1‘_

“RA——
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4. Jesus 1s the son of God manifesting his love and compassion through
all believers

. Jesus gives eternal life. The conversation between him and Martha and
Mary points to this. ﬂ -

0. His divinity could be proved from the fact that after praying to s
father, the life of Lazarus was restored P

8 Again Jesus” humanity can be witnessed. Heas a human being became
sorrowful for losing a dear friend and to prove this, he wept

8. The incident was full of human love and concern for cach other.

Lazarus’ sisters had love and respect for Jesus, 1n the same wav as
Jesus had love and attachment to Lazarus.

9. This act proved God’s aid or help to all who are dcprcsgcd: |
melancholic or in agony. He can heal them and normalise their
conditions. |

10.  The three days which Lazarus spent in the tomb pointed to the three
days which Jesus was to spend in the tomb after his death

1. This episode also pointed to his own resurrection: [t was to show that

he was about to go through a similar experience.
12. Through death and resurrection, the glory of God can be seen. The
| resurrected bodies would be glorious. .« - .. 0
13. This sign also shows that dea*h does not break the bond of friendship

between Jesus and a believer., Lazarus was dead but Jesus still
regarded him as a friend.

14, Again the disciples showed lack of understanding when Jesus said. “"He
is asleep,” they thought that he meant normal sleep. But frequently in
the Old Testament, death 1s referred to as sleep.

15, Also God manitested his power through Jesus when he raised Lazarus.

16.

This sign had an effect on faith, most people accepted and believed in
Jesus. |

17.  Itis the trust, confidence and faith of Mﬁiﬁhu that brought this

wonderful act. Martha tells Jesus that if he had been there Lazarus
would not have died. -

JEWS PLAN THE DEATH OF JESUS (JOHN 11: 38- 44)

¢ This wonderful sign of raising Lazarus resulted into divisions between the
Jews. Some however believed in Jesus while others were challenged and
became malicious.

¢ The Phansees and sadduces formed a coalition and summoned a council.

¢ [hey eared that they would be denied their influence by the Romans if
Tesus continued with such popularity.

¢ i was agreed that Jesus be killed.

¢ Since Jesus was aware of thewr declared hostility, he retired to Ephraim, 12
miles north of Jerusalem. %

¢ It was also approaching the Passover, so Jesus was going to be in
lerusalem to perform rites of purification.

¢ The Jowish authorities had planned to report Jesus as soon as he reached
ferusalem.
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While they were seate

I:'_:.,.ll".l
I"._.r o

US IS ANOINTED AT BETHANY (JOHN 12 1. §

I'he account is reported in the four Gospels.

In John’s Gospel.., It took place six days before the Passover in Bethany.
John shows that it was in the house of lLazarus.

d down for supper (Jesus, Mary and Lazarus). Mary

took a pound of precious otntment and poured it-overdesus’ feet and wiped

them with her hair. b
This o1l was EJi'ten used for perfuming heads of distinguished visitors.
T'he odour of the ointment filled the house.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS

1.
Z

N

~ &

10.
11
k2.

14

55

Jesus™ greatness can be realised. The oil was of great value.

Arnointing the feer showed that Mary was not greater than Jesus to

anoint Jesus on the head. - Sl

Symbolically this rite meant that Jesus as a true King of Isracl was
about to enter a royal City, - o

‘This act was a preparation of death and burial of Jesus.

The act also showed love by pouring the précious ointment in

recognition of Jesus’ suffering. =~

This forms an occasion when Jesus predicted his death.

[t also reflected him as a Messiah. ot

This meal which Jesus had with his friends was a kind of farewell meal

and visit. | 4

In this incident, Judas Ischariot proved himself as an agent ot Satan,

He was a treasurer and he protested against Mary’s act which he

regarded as extravagance.

It shows that he was still attached to earthly setting. He pretended to

have great love for the poor.

In this incident, Judas reflected hypocerisy, yet he was ever attached to

money or material things. o e

By Jesus justifying Mary’s action, he ‘ack_nowlcdgﬁd her kindness. -

a Strong 1mpact on people’s taith. o e

The event also shows the infertority complex exhibited by the chiet

t 1 ' t they nlanned to kill Jesysand
rist O S mus il Srahw i At ales MARAFAGRS KA ney

should have known that Lazarus was mnocent.

GUIDING QUESTION: | B T . !
Comment on the significance of anointmg_.rjes_urs at Bethany in John’s
Gospel. |
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EXAMINE WHAT JESUS MEANT (SIGNIFICANCE OF HIS RESPONSE,

(o

~ o

1

12.

13,

T 1 .-..-._-.- . L-"-:l.: . i T
Y. kv BETIERES )

Jesus meant that he is the gatewav to the faths!
him reaches the father |
Those wl-o believe and trust in him shath recerve cternal hig

Jesus himselt'is life. All who accept him are allowed in the Kingdem
of his father

[t also m=ans that he intercedes on behalf of believers to his tather-

He mediates all followers with God .

He was about to die so as to reconcile sinful man mth God

Jesus wanted to show that whoever understands him accepts the one
who sent him.

In its significance, Jesus has a strong relaticnship with God. He 1s his
son. He unites man with God. -

Christ 15 he way In him God and man meat gnd are brought together
So long &5 the disciples (and all followers) continued followinz him.
they would not lose their way. In short, he 1s the beginning. the middle
and the end |

Jesus® words meant he is opposed to fallacy and deceit. He i1s the truth
as truth 1s even opposed to falsehood and e-ror

Jesus meant that his father is the end. Jesuc can be recognised as a
means to ais father. No ane can come to his father without passing
through him. o

Philiip’s desire to have a sign that would reveal the father is a

-mamfestation of his failure to understand the identity ot Jesus. This
<+ was a preblem of weakness in faith |
14.

Jesus meant in 14 10 that all the words and works were not his but

.- . belonged to his father. So, God ha:, choaen to rey eal hl dent ly To thL

15,

16.

V7.

18

20.

world through his son, Jesus.
Earlier in 14: 2, Jesus had already informed them t.:at there are mapy
rooms i s father’s ngdom and that he was going betore them 1o
prepare for them. Here, Jesus was predicting his death, resurrection
and then ascension into heaven to prepare a way tor all behea ers
Jesus’ words bear a messianic connotation and n EbSeﬂLE express an. :
eschatological meaning He uses the words. 1 am’ 1¢ remind us of th._
liberation theology in the book of Exodus where God revealed his
identity tc Moses in form of “I am who I am.” This means Jesus is a
new Moses who has brought salvation to all believers He would do
this through his ceath and resurrection.
Jesus utteed these words to build confidence in his disciples as they
were worried of his going to die.
According to these words, the father dwelis in him. Whoever seeks the
father in Christ. he will automatically be found I, in the father and
the father 1s in me.”
Since Jesus is the truth all that passes through him hemme Lrue

children or God. |
All believers are called by Jesus not only to confide in him but also to
have faith in him as a saviour Through Jesus all who knock shall
enter. those who ask th rf}uah Jesus’ nd’ye shall be given for "he1s the
way. the truth and the Jife’

' Scanned by TapScanner



