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THE RUSSIAN R .
(THE BOLSHEVICK R

vOLUTION)

the Russian people againg ",
eness and despotism and later against the 4,
which had failed to make varieyy 3
led and spcarhcaded by Russi,
since they had won the major,

i : . . reaction by
I'he Russian revolution of 1917 was @ T€¢

Tsarist regime due to its conservativ
reforming ideas of the provisional government
changes in the Empirc. These revolutions .wcrc °
workers, soldiers, peasant, Bolsheviks ‘:irtrlj'a;‘;i':l: men o it i I
in the congress, Mensheviks “minorify mef (the advo ol b er pany
October lis:s. elitcs, intellectuals and others. Therefore, -lhc I‘{us?mn .ICVOIUU()HS Were
indeed mass-movcmcms of the Russian pcople advocaling for incvitable changes i,
Russia.

This revolution began with an uprising against Tsar Nicholas Il lcading to his o
throw in march 1917 and ended with the removal of the provisional government iy
November 1917. The revolution was in two phases mainly the I cbruary - March, 1917
and October - November, 1917 mainly led by Lenin and Trotsky.

CAUSES OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION OF 1917

1. Weakness of Tsar Nicholas II who came to power
in 1894 and ruled the monarchy believing in
fcudalism and mythic hence, he never thought of
reforming the system in Russia. He could not bend to
pcoples wishes, he was ill advised by the Tsarina; he
failed to end despotism which was challenged by the
new ideas leading to the revolution in 1917,

In rclation to the above, the Tsar believed in
autocratic principles and held the view that listening
to liberal ideas was scnseless and in this case he said
“I will preserve the principles of autocracy as Jirmly
maintained in the old order.” He was also influenced
by Rasputin who claimed to be a holly man and a
pricst but advised the king against the wishes of {he
pcople. This in the end led to the Russian revolution
of 1917.

i ‘The Tsar failed to revise land ownership
gave an opportunity to the Bolsheviks

g whic!

as demande i >
l as demanded by the Russian masse
O Propagate againgt the government.
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The dictatorship of Tsar Nicholas |y

aliena : . ) .
y l_Cd him from majority of the Russian masses
(Jis dependence on the adviees of hima]-n‘a‘m‘-d the old order.
] L will of the common man This ho on many occasions adviscd him against
H' depended very much on the '-dm. 4sed opposition against Nicholas’s government.
R yrity ol the .I-{u‘;%iam The : 7108 of the cvil monk Rasputin who was disliked by
nw'( ;hmuuh s‘hiriluali‘i L. c.O'n ditions Worsened when the Tsar consulted him for
advice 2 -’. st meditations ang this discredited the Tsar's government
. failed to reform the iti - Sl 3.8 '
le 12 v political System and maintained his belief in feudalism and
reudal dues.
. 1lie participation in .
© His pa m} (L‘(p()%d llWorldear I which negatively affected the image of the
vernment, ¢ SCA he weakne:s e
20 ¢ss of the monarchy that favoured for the revolution.

y leading to Russian defeat in the numerous

_ apanese war of 1904- 1905, World War I that even forced the
army L0 lurn against the government of Tsar Nicholas I1

viii. His failure to alleviate the problems of the workin
led to increasing strikes that discredited the gov
ix. His absolutism was behind the bloody Sunday
hatred against the T'sarist government,

i . he belicved in the dutocracy ang

cre

Jii. He failed to modernize the Russian arm
wars ¢.g. the Russio- J

g class i.c. the poor working condition
crnment.

(dark Sunday) and this led to increased

His failure to deal with the worsening uncmployment problem created a revolutionary
class who were ready to do away with the Tsarist government.
His unlair taxation policy was very much detested by majority of the Russian thus when

the Lenin promiscd fair taxation system, he was overwhelmingly supported by majority
of the Russians.

%1

xii. Nicholas maintained religious intolerance in Russia in favour of the Orthodox Church

which cscalated religious persecution and oppression. This was opposed by the middle
class henee supporting the revolution.

He rigidly censored the press and this limited freedom of expression and specch.

He promoted the Russification policy of the non Russian. This forced the non Russian
Lo support revolutions.

X1il.
X1V,

V. He banned political parties which become a time bomb especially when political parties

seeretly operated.
- Wi Tsar Nicholas as the top commander had a poor war policy leading to Russian massive
defeat in the Second World War which led to increased agitation for change.

- Wil e interfered in the parliamentary affairs. o _

Yill. 1lis failure 1o end corruption that was alarming in Russia discredited the government
ol I'sar Nicholas I1. o _ _
L The effects of industrialization in Russia. Indt.ls.lrlahzauon in Russia cum‘c with
Social and cconomic challenges c.g. poor living Condl}mns’ oW paymcht.s.. PO,U.I. ——
conditions and this provoked numerous strikes c.spccuflly frc;m l'Ll‘u‘: 1\l\rml I\C.I‘b. th '\\-uvc
of strikes was set off by the shooting of 270 strikers in 1912. In all. there were about
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in 1914, This tr |
2000 separate strikes in 1912, 2400 in 1913 an_d BB o= Of“‘v'c::-., |
olution in 1917. ;

had joincd the war on the Side o, |
increasing death wyg reali, |
Wi |

lorced the Russian to rise up into a rev

e i 15514
3. The effects of World War 1 on Russia. Ru o et
s the war continucd,

The war was viewed as uscless by Majoriy nrk'

ling to withdraw f“ro.m the w‘ar because he \[c

¢ soldiers of Russia were mcrcasingh, kj;e.i
isions and lack of ¥

allied powers against German. A
there were much suffering in Russia.
Russians; however, Nicholas was not wil
expecting Constantinople from Turkey. Th

op. |

i i i ~anty prov
because of poor and inefficient equipments, scanty p . %
deserted the government and joined the workers leading .

o uﬁﬁl

training. As a result, many
revolution in 1917, )
Again the war made German occupy and destroy the RUSSI_an whtral producing regin,
of Ukraine which escalated famine and starvation in Russia Icading to revolution ;.
1917 in that: |

I The war cscalated the economic crisis especially duc to heavy expenditure, massiy |
bombings of Russia by German and the general economic decay. This increased ;,
desire to do away with the Tsar’s government.

ii. The war led to massive death and yet the government was not willing to withdraw fr-
the war. This inevitably forced majority of the Russians to turn against the governme-
of T'sar Nicholas I1 leading to a revolution.

ili. As aresult of the disastrous effects of the war, led to the Cossack army mutiny and ths
increased the revolutionary stamina. .

iv. The war led to German's occupation and destruction of the Russian wheat producing
arca of Ukraine which worsened unemployment, famine and starvation.

v. The dissatisfaction that the masses had as a result of the war led 1o increased mo»
activities in most Russian citics e.g. St. Peter's burg, Moscow that discredited the
government of Tsar Nicholas I1.

vi. The effects of the war gave the revolutionalists an opportunity to agitatc against the |
government leading to a revolution.

vii, The war revealed the inherent weaknesses of T'sar Nicholas I1. |

viil. The war escalated massive unemployment due
occupation of Ukraing elc.

to heavy bombardments, German's

ix. The war influenced foreign powers to support the re
l.cnin into Russia in a disguised train.

x. The effccts of the war gave the Bolsheviks an opportunity to propagatc against the
government Icading to the spread of revolutionary propaganda,

xi. 'The war led to numerous strikes in Russia leading 10 increased instabilitics and &
genceral desire to overthrow the Tsarist government.

xii. The war led to the blockade of the Baltic Sca |
commodities which in turn resulted into black marketi
general suffering of majority of the Russians,

. 3 Tnd
volution c.g. German smuggicc

cading to shortage of css™”
3 : : : i
ng, profitecring, inflation an¢

A7
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< 1.ed 10 Russian loss of pol; e
iR o : ‘ land., Galatig, Finland, Estonia. Latvia cte. this was criticized
by the Russian nationalist, , Latvia cte, this wat
o The war a:.\pnscd the weakness of the Doy
\‘\.L' rman Heness of the Russian army becausce of the massive deleat from
jerman.

e eltects of the war made the ki
w. 1 ade the l\mg overwhelmed and therefore could not deal with the

fundamental problems of the time,
wi. The efleets ol the war increased the dete

. . rmination of the Bolsheviks to do away with
the government of T'sar Nicholas II.

;. The ccnn.ﬂllllt‘ 1.111(1 :.ldmlnisn'utivc inefficiencies in Russia. This generated
discontent in Russia against the monarchy due to the failure of the limperor to handle
administrative: challenges that confronted Russia at the time. There was muassive
corruption and inefficiency in the government and the Emperor could not do anything to
reverse the situation. This foreed the masses to rise into a revolution in 1917 against
I'sar Nicholas I1.

5. The despotic and repressive Tsarist system (Romanoy system). The I'sars never
allowed constitutional and parliamentary reforms, there was no freedom of speech.
press, there was no equality before the law, the nobles indiscriminately Killed the
peasants as they wished, there was persccution of the peasants to ensure the monopoly
of the Orthodox Church in spiritual line and education was discriminative. With such a
kind of atmosphere. the Russians rose up to detest despotism henee a revolution.

Ihere was lack of constitutional reforms

i, The absence of parliamentary reforms which the masscs vchemently demanded.

. The absence of freedom of speech which the masses were demanding for,

v, Lack of cquality before the law where the peasants were sidelined and the nobles
enjoyed all privileges.

'\ The existenee of uncontrolled killings especially by the nobles against the peasants.

Vi Lack of religious [reedom and thus the peasants were persccuted to ensure the
monopoly of the Orthodox Church in spiritual and cducational lincs.

Vil There was massive despotism.

Vil There was massive extravagancy of the crown.

ay or red Sunday. On 22" January 1905 when o

6. The impact of the bloody Sund
peaceful demonstration of the workers and the . : .
Gapon demanded for the improved conditions of work, as they were bi- passing the
winter palace, the Tsardom guards opcl
was seriously wounded. This increased he
of T'sar Nicholas II. Thus when a chance ¢l

socialists under the leadership ot Lather

ied fire on to the demonstrators and father Gapon
ystility of the workers against the government
ne in 1917, they joined to over throw the
government of Tar Nicholas L

h discredited the gov .
ss of ‘T'sar Nicholas Il lcading to increased

Lied 1 e death whic ernment of Tsar Nicholas [1.
€d 10 massive death w

The cvent exposed the shortsightedne
Ypposition.

. i e . wnment of T'sar Nicholas 11,
I'he event led to increased hostility against the government ol Fsar :

i
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8.

9.

10.

11.
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The existence of numerous viole

. The defeat of Russia by Japan during the Russio — Japanese war of 1904-

— s e eer S S S~ _—— = H\

: of 1917.

jan revolution
It created a platform for the outbreak of the Russian

Led 10 increased strikes against the government.

nt strikes. Since 1890, there were increy

demonstrations, increasing inflation and uncontrolled levels 0[" uanPImm
assassinations, bomb throwing, and attacks upon the nobilily propertics, starvatjgy .,
high commodity prices. All these made the government of sar Nichelas Il to bLh
lcading 1o a revolution in Russia in 1917.

The increasing corruption and inefficiency within the gov
Nicholas 1. The ministers and senior officers of Tsardom regime were cormyy
incfficient and inconsiderate, the soldicrs were badly led and poorly armed Icadmg
military loscs during the wars. As a result the masses of Russia and the Nationaljg]
hated the government of Tsar Nicholas Il leading to & revolution in 1917,

The economic differences and poor economic “distribution of privileges apy|
wealth cspecially land which was in the monopoly of the Tsarist autocracy gy
nobility. Although some reforms were made during the time of Alexander II known 4
the “liberator”, the reforms did little to improve the conditions of the peasants, 3./
peasants had to pay taxes on land and sometimes had to sell off part of their land 10 pz
the taxes. Thus when Lenin came with communal owncrship of land, the peasi:
cmbraced the idea thus leading to a revolution in 1917.

The impact of the increasing population. This led to loss of land. hunger an
incrcased opposition against conservativeness, congestion ctc. unfortunately, the
government failed to plan for the increasing population resulting into poor living
conditions, and increased unemployment which eventually created a class of people
who embraced the revolution. f
The policy of vigorous Russification or forced assimilation of non Russian’
especially the Jews, the Fins, the Poles and others who were the minority in Russiz
This later increased bitterness and annoyance within Russia by the Russian intellectus
and the non Russians resulting into increased discontent leading to a revolution in 1917

crnment of Tgy,

1905 at the battle of Mukden and Tshoshima. This came as a result of Russia?
increascd advance in Asia i.c. between 1891 and 1901, she built the Trans - Siberin
railway cxtending to the pacific coast port of Wadivostok. Russia also built a railway

the Chinese eastern railway to Vladivostok across the Chincse province of Manchurit
and was completed in 1903. The defeat of Russia thereforc brought terrible humiliati®
upon the Russians as the Russian army and navy were wiped out by Japan leading ¥
Russian loss of Port Arthur and Manchuria by the treaty of Portsmouth of 1903 “h’”

affected the commercial shipping into Russia. This stagnated the Russian cconom
Icading to & revolution in 1917 through




rhe war led to Russian loss of = > e B
H]L wdl a51dn [osy OI ]) . i ‘ )

ssia lcading to unemplo ort Arthur which alfected the commercial shipping into
Rus! HHE 1O ployment, shortage of assaiitial et HER hi "
peneral suttering in Russia, i commoditics. inflation and the

'
I

As a result of the war, Russi; :
; a lost Korea 1o Japan and this was condemned by the

ent’s image.

; sian army and the general army command
which was strongly opposed by the Russians s

. The elfects of the war influence urr - i !

it 10E o U d the occurrence of the Russian revolution of 1904-1905
which was suppressed by Tsar Nicholas

. The war exposed the inefficiency of the Tsardom regime

e . . = '

+ The effects o ‘ar i : : i

vi. ‘The cffects of tl'w war influenced the Russians to demand for a parliamentary system of
government which grew irresistibly throughout Russia

vit. The war led to strikes c.g. three weeks after the loss of Port Arthur. father Gapon
oreanized and led the masses against the government of Tsar Nicholas I1.

viii. The event influent the occurrence of the bloody Sunday which again increased anti

i , ,
Russian nationalists thus damaging the sovernm

o The war exposed the weakness of the Rys

Tsardom campaigns.

13. The rise of Nihilists in Russia which meant the influence of intellectual and
destructive critics against the backward recactionary policies of the Tsarist regime. The
Nihilists aimed al sweeping away everything of the past by violent means and
expressions so that a new society which was free and morally okay could be born.
llence the Nihilists exposed the backwardness of the Tsardom monarchy and went
ahcad 1o practice methods of terrorism which provoked dictatorship of the ‘I'sardom
lcadership leading to Russian discontents hence a revolution in 1917,

of the evil monk Rasputin who was a great witch doctor to the

4. The influence
' monarchy. He was un cducated, had sclfish interests.

* " become a greal political adviscr to the Tsar and he 1ll
advised him on many political issucs in the state and on
Russian participation during world war 1. conscquently.
Rasputin was killed in 1915. But what made matters worsc
s that Nicholas continued to contact the dead monk

wa
spiritualistic ~ scnscs. These  increased  the

through
revolutionary  spirits against the ‘I'sar lcading 10 a

revolution in 1917.

5. The absence of freedoms in Russia forced the masses to rise up. In Russia
¢specially during the time of ‘Tsar Nicholas 11, there was total lack ol consciousness,
specially duri ‘ .

Publications were all censored, public
pt the revolutionary

meetings and associations were nonexistent. ‘This
p i gpirit high"and consequently a revolution in
Kind of atmosphere ke I
1917,
|(;. 'l‘h 1 . .
¢ mutiny of the Co
Mutinied and fraternized with 1
Scdilleu vy wdlisudiiel

ssack rcgimcnl which was a scction ol the Russian army that
‘ . L]
he Russian revolutionalists and demonstrators havine
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19,

. The rise of urbanization which come as a result of accumulation of urban centers in |

. The impact of natural disasters and calamities which affected Russia in form of

. The blockade of the Baltic Sea which isolated Russia from the rest of the Worlé

S ———— ______._____a.——-—-—"_‘-__u__r- B

——— —

refused to take up the leadership to suppress the strikes. This increased rcvolutiunan
slamina and momentum thus making the revolution inevitablc. _ )
The pressure and influence of the Russian Dumas cspCleﬂ”}:‘ the 2% 44 2
Dumas respectively. These were opposed to Tsar Nicholas’s dm:[.:llon of eveny by
suspending the Dumas because it was opposed to the Tsar. An REdon that forcgg the
members of the 2™ and 3" Dumas to join the revolutionalists and this gave Momeny,

And

to the revolutionary spirit leading to a revolution in 1917. ' -

The role of the press influenced the Russian revolution of 1917. This led y, the
spread of propaganda from abroad c.g. the revolutionary news papers C.g. spark (Iskay)
which was Lenin’s newspaper and it helped in exposing the weakness of the Monarch,
and spread of discontents among the Russians lcading to the revolution in 1917,

The destruction of the Russian wheat producing arca of UKraine by ,
German forces cspecially after the battle of Tunninburg and Mazurlian. |'his Was
the wheat growing area of Ukraine which was the chief producer of food to the Russigy,
population thus with its destruction, therc was food shortage, starvation as bread ;znd]
wheat become a rare commodity. This resulted into desperate situations forcing the |
Russians to turn against the government of Tsar Nicholas II hence a revolution,

. The impact of the democratic and liberal revolutionary movements iy

western Europe which led to the spread of revolutionary idcas of liberty, equality ang
fraternity c.g. the 1789, 1830,and 1848 revolutions which led to the spread of the
revolutionary ideas into Russia. Thus influencing the elite class to demand for reforms
making the revolution incvitable. |

_ |
Russia cspecially St. Petersburg, Moscow, Klemland and others with the features of |

overcrowding, slums, congestion, high rates of poverty., high crime rates and !
lawlessness which led to increased desperacy and revolutionary cmotions in Russiz |
against the monarchy.

democratic and socialist literature which changed the feclings of the Russians against |
the government of T'sar Nicholas 11,

|
. The influence of the Russian writers, novelists and intellectuals who produced |
1
|
|

bad weather leading to poor harvests. Russia was affected by winter between 1916
1917 leading to scrious shortage of food and many industrics closed down. This led 0 |
food rationing and wide spread cries which gave birth 1o riots in citics especially in St |
Petersburg by the urban dwellers and workers. The above situation was worsened b
German’s occupation of the wheat producing area of Ukraine during World War l. |

‘I'his consequently led to scarcity of food as food and other necessitics could not he
imported into Russia leading to shortages, profiteering, black marketing and no cheek
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were put i placc.u) cradicate the evil economic practices. This resulted into starvation.
pflation €1€ that forced the masses to rise up into a revolution. .
. fhe financial embarrassments faced by the government of Tsar Nicholas I1 whl-cb
25. jed 1O massive bankruptey in Russia and subsequently making the Tsardom regime fail
o cater for the nceds of the  masses hence increasing opposition against the
government.
rhe driving out of the Russian army from Galicia and Poland during World
war I. This was very much condemned by the Russian patriots who blamed the
Russian 1oss on the inefficiency of the Tsardom government. This incvitably forced the
Russian Lo risc up into a revolution.

0.

-

17, The influence of Tsarina. She contributed heavily as she was neurotic, unbalanced.
she influenced the Tsar to carry out frequent reshuffles on permancnt lcaders of deferent
departments. I'his eventually upset the whole administrative machinery and government
leading to resentments that partly led to the outbreak of the revolution in 1917.

2. The weakness of the provisional government which was formed in Russia alter
the collapse of T'sar Nicholas II. The provisional government was led by prince .nov
and Alexander Kerensky together with the members of the conservative Dumas. This
failed 1o respond to the demands of the Bolsheviks and made another blunder of
increasing Russian involvement in the war. This gave an opportunity to peoplc like
lenin to win the support of the masses leading to a revolution in October and
November. ‘T'his contributed through:

i, ‘T'he government kept a war policy which was strongly opposed by the Russians thus
forcing them to rebel in October leading to a revolution.

ii. The povernment was reluctant to implement land reforms as desired by the Russian.
This forced the Russians to give an overwhelming support to L.enin thus leading 10 a
revolution.

iil. The government’s regular postponement of the constituent assembly clections
disappointed the masses thus forcing them to revolt in October leading to the revolution.

iv. The government granted amnesty to the Russian exiles eg Lenin and these propagated
for change in Russia which was overwhelmingly supported by majority of the Russians.
Y. The povernment failed to end the increasing inflationary tendencics in Russia and this
_ ldiﬂappoinlcd the masses leading to a revolution.

I The government relaxed on the censorship of press and this gave the revolutionarics a
i lfll‘llall'orm to criticize the provisional govcrnmcht.hcnce leading to the revolution.

* The povernment failed to improve on the conditions of the armed forces thus forcing the
% 4'my 10 support the revolution.

Fhe assassination of Stolypin who was the prime minister of Russia removed one of
{'hc dependable figures of the Tsarist regime and perhaps the only man who could have
?avcfd the monarchy. He was behind many reforms to please the peasants in order 1o
Void a crisis. ‘Thus his departurc created a political vacuum that could not casily be

fille ]
Y Hlled thus leading to a revolution in 1917.
e, 252
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ism. These idcologics attracted the attengj, ¢
advocated for state ownership Ol lang iT
of the working class. Their idcn!;rl.{ii
orkers which incvitably mag, lhi

30. The rise of Socialism and Bolshev

the suffering masses in Russia because they
reduce on the exploitation
class and W

other scctors in order to
attracted the attention of the peasantry
support the socialist hence a revolution in 1917.

31. The influence of revolutionary personalitics c.
krensky.

32 The role and influence of foreign powers e.g. German,

33. The increasing grievances with in the army and the general weakness of gy,
Russian army. This influenced the occurrcnce of the revolution in that;

i The weakness of the army mad Russia to be defeated in the Russio- Japancse war
1904-1905 which negatively affected Russia.

ii. ‘The army failed to protect the Russian territory during the IFirst World War henc
Russia lost Estonia, Finland and others to German and this was a disappointment 1o th,
Russian nationalists hence damaging the reputation of the government.

iii. The army was strongly involved in the bloody Sunday which exposed the immoral and

haracter of Tsar Nicholas and his government thus forcing the masses o ris

g. Lenin, Stalin, Trotsky .. .
A t“:[‘!

Finland ctc.

inhuman ¢

up.
iv. The army ruthlessly suppressed revolts, demonstrations and this incrcased th
rmment hence leading to a revolution,

dissatisfaction that the masses had against the gove
v. ‘The army was also poorly paid and this forced them to join the peasants hence Icading

to a revolution.
vi. The increased dissatisfaction withi
undermined the survival of the Tsarist government.
vii. The army also enforced the russification policy which was v
s but also the Russians hence lcading to the revolution.
ing the war led to persistent faminc and collapsc of
ation cspecially after German’s invasion

n the army led to the Cossack army mutiny and this

cry much opposed by nol

only the non Russian
viii. The failure of the Russian army dur
trade leading to unemployment, inflation, starv
of Ukraine and the blockade of the Baltic Sca.
ix. T'he failurc of the army to defend the Tsarist government and
revolutionalists gave the revolutionary army an upper hand thu

34. The granting of amnesty to Russian cxiles.
35. The absence of religious freedom in Russia

guarantee religious freedom.

only fraternized with the

g lcading to a revolution.

' (
and the desire by guvcrnmcnl 1o
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11l EFFECTS OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION OF 191 7

th

The l'c\fulull":]] ended Tsardom in Russia with the abdication of ‘I'sar Nicholas Il on 16

4 1017, e was advise ive i one
arch | ) ]. Ea Wk Wdvised Lo give up power and accordingly he abdicated the thrane
. favour of [)lll\(: le,l1zlcl who also refused to take the leadership thus marking the end
Tearist regime in Russia,

E

e revolution led to the establishment of socialism in Russia with the success of the

Russian revolution of 1917, This led to nationalization of all sectors of production, the
jand which formally belonged to the church and land lords was (ransferred to the
peasants lcading to the cstablishment of the first communist state in Russia.

[he revolution forced Russia 1o pull out of World War 1. By the treaty of Brest-1.itovsk
which was signed between Russia and German. Russia agreed to pull out of World War
[ and because she was in a weak bargaining position, she lost Poland, listonia cLc.

There were the cestablishment of worker’s councils or unions and thcsc werc to man
industrics and improve on the working conditions. Private trade was abolished and all
major industrics were put under state control.

['he revolution on the other hand caused problem to the pcasantry becausc they had to
produce food for town workers and town dwellers. This incvitably led to constant
strikes as the peasants opposed their new role of being producers for the town dwellers
lcading to famine and starvation in Russia. ;

The revolution led to civil war in Russia especially between 1918 and 1920 lcading to
heavy losses of lives and property. This partly camc as a result of constant clashes
between the white army (anti-communist) and the communist army (red army). The red
army gaincd an uppcer hand and thus communism remained firmly established in Russia.
The revolution widened the gap between the western powers and Russia because of
communism. This later resulted into ideological differences between the communists

and capitalists Western lsurope which inevitably contributed to outbreak of cold war

politics.

The revolution destroyed social class discrimination which had cxisted before. Before
the revolution the nobles and the clergy dominated important positions in the
government, however with the success of the revolution, men of humble background
¢.2. Lenin, Stalin ctc were able to get to high offices in the politics of Russia.

The revolution paved way for somc countries to sccure political independence
especially those that were under Russia. Countries ¢.g. Poland and Finland exploited the
political confusion in Russia to agitate for self rule from Russia.

. The revolution led to a new land policy where by land in Russia was re- distributed to
the peasants, ‘This led to collapse of rcudalism and its associated ducs, landlordism was
fibt)lishcd and this plcascd the pcasant.
- The revolution destroyed unity that had cxisted in Europe. This is so because Russia
Was climinated out of the Leaguc of Nations becausc of her communist inclination and

254




14.
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N

16.

1L

18.

21,

. The revolution in Russia and its success W cake

- The revolution facilitated the rise of Fascism

R e e e ———

other powers of Europe were determined tO de Iy stages
. " , car -‘: dglo.
to be admitted into the League of Nations at the

917. The triple Lintente powers wey, U,.;"

after Russia had pulled out of the war in |

boosted i G in the war in 1917. .
v oo BRI L 3.6 1 and Nazi dictatorship in Italy and Gerpy,

: siecs were  formed '

respectively. This was so because the (WO 1dcolo§1<1,;51 . 1o degy,
o ; ; t e T itler was suppo
communism that was threatening their countrics. E.g. Ado pporied b} Ir

middle to come to power because he was secn

|

threats of communism
The rise of communism which was a result of th
performance of the League of Nations. In the first place

League of Nations was the exclusion of important : . ]
Russia could not be admitted because of communism and it was admitted in 1934 afie

the withdrawal of German and it was again expelled in 1939. Therefore the Leagye
Nations could not fully perform its dutics.

¢ Russian revolution weakeneg g,
onc of the weaknesses of ¢,

. Communism also weakened the United Nations organization. This was duc the |

divisions basing on ideologies of ecithcr communism or capitalism. The two supe
powers could not agree because of the varying intercsts hence failing the UN O
fulfilling its objectives.

The success of the revolution in Russia conditioned the formation of military campsin
Europe. In 1949, NATO was formed as a military camp for capitalist powers and in
1955, the Warsaw pact was formed by Russia and her allics. These were based m
conflicting political and economic ideologies.

The fear of communism which came as a result of the Russian revolution of 1917, ledto
the formation of economic camps e.g. the western power formed the luropea
I:conomic Community (EEC) in 1960 and later the Europcan cconomic coopcration.
The revolution transformed Russia into a union of the Soviets Socialist Republics
(USSR) and Russia was declared a republic leading to the end of hereditary lcadership
and monarchism in Russia.

. 'The pulling of Russia out of World War I made her loose the chance of joining the allics

during the making of the post war settlement and even she did not join the Leaguc of
Nations. This subsequently become the starting point for suspicion and misi
between the last and Western powers,

. ‘The Russian revolution led to heavy loses of lives and destruction of property cspcci;iil}‘

during the revolution and immediately after the revolution because of numerous clast
between the communist and the anti- communist army

The revolution entrenched serious dictatorship of the Bolsheviks into Russia whict **
so terrible in the history of Russia. They employed !

: . . a sceret police and the arm) whic!
terrorized, carried out massive arrests, torture

5, Bocmash and other related human rights 8%
This incvitably destroyed the communist image in Europe
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. Communism that came as g

The revolution led 1o the assassination of gy Nic

dl INIC
and
Ihe revolution led o increage

holas and his family in July 1918.

This created fear, hostility i
I'his crea ! h"f’ll“l} panic leading 1o massive ins

tabilities in Russia.
. - ) d refuge problem in Europe e.o. by 1921, over 800,000

Russians were in exile, e

'he revolution led 1o rapid spread

o of communism in Ilastern liurope especially in
countries like Tungary, Poland cle.

result of the rey

struction of colonialism in

) Africa and in Asia.

il SR BT ) * 31 ™ 1

[he :-u(‘) ution led to the end of the ¢nd of the Romanov dynasty that had dominated
Russta for more than 300 years. Tsar Nj

icholas was forced to resign in 1917 and was
later exccuted in 1918 leading to the end of Tsardom rule in Russia.

it _ olution undermined liuropean imperialism
as it agitated for de

FACTORS FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

OF 1917

l. The revolution was supported by majority of the Russians. it was spcar hecaded by

12

‘ad
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intellectuals and supported by the pcasants and workers. The peasants and workers
participated in demonstrations and strikes and these climaxed into a revolution making
the success of the revolution a reality.

T'he unity amongst the Russians. They were united under the Bolsheviks party with
affirm belief in the establishment of affirm govemment. The confidence they had in
socialism made them to sacrifice their lives and property to uproot the I'sarist
government and establish a communist government.

The ant- revolutionary attempts to suppress the revolution using foreign forces favoured
the success of the revolution. The Bolsheviks condemned it as a move by the opponent
of the revolution to impose foreign rule on Russia. This made even those masses that
had been reluctant to join the revolution to do so.

The revolution  was supported by foreign powers e.g. Finland. Switzerland and
Sweden. The revolutionary leaders like Lenin, Trotsky and Kerensky mobilized funds.
manpower and arms through such friendly counlri.cs. 11.1 the sam‘c circumstance some
fhl'cign powers gave live assistance to the rc\'o.lulu?nuhsls c.g. (;cm.m.n SL.lppt.H'lL‘d the
revolution 1o cause confusion in Russia so that 1t \\-'uhdruxf-'s her participation in world
war and that is why German smuggled Lenin into Russia in a dtsguzsc.d tramn. German
Wanted I.enin to over throw the provisional govcmfncm and c:}d Russian participation
in the war which he did in 1917 hence the success of the revolution. ‘ |
Petsonal weakness of ‘I'sar Nicholas II contributed to the success of the 11:\-'01th10.:1. By
1917, "I'sar Nicholas was very unpopular amongst the workch.. pcus‘ams and in his
n never rescucd him because they were tired of the war, When
was too confused and therefore abdicated in favour or his

Ministers. 1iven his me
the revolution began he

. 256




grandson Duke Michael. The duke refused and the revolutionalists establishe 2

provisional government hence the success of the revolution. r N

6. 'The suffering that the Russians went through during Wor@ War | ?ongintnfmcd the
success of the revolution. By 1917, cverybody most especially the f"-)ldlc‘rb -\vamcd
unconditional end to the war yet the provisional government was deter mmgfjl 10
continuc with the war. This helped Lenin who promised to end the war hence acquiring :
massive support from the masses. N

7. 'The genuine grievances. By 1917, Russia was infested with a lot of problcmsf. I'here
was inflation; unemployment, nepotism, famine, natural calamitics and the soldiers hyg
lost the battle against German. The inability by the provisional government to address f
these problems made the Russians give an over whelming support for the revolution.

8. The role of the revolutionary leaders like Lenin, Stalin gRERTSEe
and Kcrensky. These men werce very influential in the Mf P

a b Ry ey gy

success of the revolution. They were filled with the ~=—2is
revolutionary zeal, they mobilized the workers,
pcasants and soldiers through their speceches e.g.
Lenin (Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov) promised peace,
land and was scen as a solution to the problems that
were affecting Russia at the time.

9. The support from the army. The army was the only
remaining instrument to protect the unpopular Tsarist
regime. Unfortunately it had suffered a lot from
World War I and this made the army to rebel against
Nicholas II.

10. The government of Tsar Nicholas II was characterized by massive corruption.
cmbezzlement and inefficiency as a result the government lacked massive support from
the Russians.

I1. The revolutionalists had support from the students, workers and urban dwellers in
Moscow and Petrograd hence it appeared as a revolution of a massive struggle against
the monarchy.

12. The refusal of the Russian Dumas or parliament (o suspend its sessions indireetly
supported the revolutionaries and made the revolution (o succeed against Nicholas 11

13. The abdication of Tsar Nicholas II on 17" march 1917 and the refusal of Duke Michacl
to take over the leadership made the revolution in | ebruary and March 10 succedd.

14. The mistakes made by the provisional government under he premiership of prince Lnot
and Kerensky of keeping a war policy against German and Austria. ‘This robed the
government of its supporters leading to the success of the revolution.

15. The support of the German military officers given 1o Lenin during his return from exil¢
in Switzerland as he was sneaked into the Russjan territory in a qczliud train under th¢
conveyance of German officials, This helped Lenin 1o cvcnlua!lx: 'l.nnouncc g socialist
revolution of October — November which succeeded in 1917, .

-
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.. 1he strength ol the revoluts .

. l 3 W revolutionary army that eventually defeated the troops o8
b ouard that was ' ¢ sy ‘ . 4
guard | B loyal o (e provisional povernment.  his conblod (e Onteelict
November revolution to suceeed

07 e ARSI T h'\l the leaders of the hl'n\'i'alnllill povefnment gl i I rieit i

Kerensky of undermining the strength and influence of the Bolaheviks Fhis sorkod i

favour o the Bolsheviks henee ‘L'“*li“}’. to the suceess of the revolution

8. The tacties used by Lenin and his supporters also acconnt for the sueerss ol e

' revolution.  Lenin for example, promised Land (o the peasants, cid band FUUETI

Russia and this was supported by majority of the Russians feaditg (o e apiciean of 1t

~revolution,

19. The failure of Russian offensive against German which continued (o dineredit

~ Russian war policy and increased the chances of the Bolsheviks to sucecod gt

government. This led to increased revolutionary propaganda that swept aside i Faurist

government,

..20. The formation of the new soviet council of deputics of workees and wildiers in

. Pewrograd and in other towns calling for peace, constituent assembly and ot

nationalization which received massive support from the masses henoe the snueesss (1!

- the revolution,

21, The confusion and anarchy caused by an attempted coupe under the commander i chief

Kornilov against the provisional government. This helped the second o yolution o

. succeed beeause of the disorganization that had been created

22, The arrest and take of the key arcas and positions in Petrograd by rebel soldicrs, sl

~and factory red guards directed by Trotsky made the revolution (o suceevd. This was o
il th

beecause it over whelmed the provisional government thus fasling 1o deal wi

situation.

Ref:
Questions
i, dccount for the occurrence of the Russian revolution af 1917,

ii. Yhe Russian revolution of 1917 was inevitable. Discuss

i, T what extent was Lenin responsible for the outhreak of the Kussion resolution of

1917?
: x .
iv. What were the long term and short term factors that caused the Russion resolition vf

1917?
Y To what extent was the weakness of Tsar Nicholas IT responsilile for the vuthreak vf

the Russian revolution of 1917
Vi. Account for the collapse of the Tsarist regime in Russia in 1917,
" Vil Examine the factors respons ible for the success of the Russian revolution of 1917,
" Vi, How did the Russian revolution of 1917 affect Russia and Eurvpe?
; of the Russian revolution of 1917
communism in Europe by 1970

i

X Examine the effects
% Examine the impact of the spread o,

2%%
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THE WEIMER REPUBLIC IN GERMAN (1919 - 1934

As German drew towards her defeat in 1918, public opinion turned against Keij,q,
William II who fled into exile in Holland in November in 1918. After the abdication of
Kcizer William, German was prepared for the establishment of a new republicy,
government as the Germans were no longer interested in having another imperjy)
government under one man.

Provisional government was formed to enable German pass through the war ang
conclude a cease fire. However the roles and activitics of this government met a lot of
challenges and problems in Berlin due to the communist and socialist pressure ang
therefore the constituent assembly debated and finally passed a republican constitution
in German bringing into force a republican government in a small town known a
Weimar. Hence the government that was announced at that very town depleted its name
from the place and was called Weimar republic with Fredrick Ebert as the fir
president. The government thus ruled German up to 1934 when it was over thrown by
Adol[ Hitler and his Nazi party.

FACTORS FOR THE RISE OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

I. The defeat of German in World War I and the subsequent abdication of Keizer William
IT was primarily responsible for the rise of the republic. It should be recalled that by
1918, the allicd powers had destroyed German'’s cconomy and there was scrious famine,
starvation, inflation and unemployment. This situation resulted into sirikes and
demonstrations against Keizer William 11 who fled into exile in 1lolland giving way for
the establishment of the Weimar republic.
There was a strong desire to create and promote parliunwniury democratic system of
governance in German. In this the majority of the Germans reasoned that, German
would not have been defeated if it was under a democratic government. [ence that the
defeat of German was out of a betrayal by Keizer William 11's government which was a
government of one man and therefore advocated for g broad best government
necessitating for the establishment of the Weimar republic.
The unpopularity of the past imperial regime led by Keizer W illiam 1. This government
had driven German into the World War I and it had fallen into o hopeless defcat, badly
diverstated and humiliated. This touched the tender feclings of the German people who
favourcd for a democratic government resulting into the setting up of the Weimar
republic in 1919,
4. 'The influence of the provisional government under Predrick 1<bert facilitated the
cmergence of the republic. Ebert organized the national constituent assemnbly delegales
259
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(hat debated and finally come up i
; s _ )
Jeclaration ol a republican gove
rhe impact ol the Russian re : 4
I'h ]{ . | an revolution of 1917 Cspecially after i This caused
— Orry among the we- . . atter its success. 1ms caus
fcar and Worr & the wealth miqq
: cCIEl%‘;inG.- : “alicie?
feas had cven influenced » ¢rman. In facl. the Russian socialists
idcas had ¢ ced the workers i ¢
. IS In (]crn]an H . . o i -
ommunist outbreaks e e especially in Bavaria to support the
::'fm o midile tda% d by men like Rose L.uxemburg, Hence because of this fear. the
Jermic supported the v ' )
. i c prOVlSIO Y 11 4 ‘1 E
sstablishment of the republic in 1415 nal government which harricd the

4 republie

_ an constitution giving way lor the
mment in Ge si¥ifie 52

Manin 1919,

The inlTuenee of the victor powe
setting up and cstablishment of
another dictatorial communigy

I'S mai o a5y :
mainly France, Britain and U S A. these favoured the

ad - . : .
LtmOCI'a{[C government since they did not want to scc
regime being

: established in Liurope. Even in Russia
where communism had succeeded

the allies had tried to intervenc to overthrow

‘ Ty at if a communist government was cstablished 1n
German, it will lead to the spread of communism in Western Europe

The g""‘}’ll1 of liberalism and the desire (o do away with hereditary authority in German,
The desire to give the German pcople a chance and power 1o clect their leaders
neeessitated the formation of the republic, The Germans disrcgarded the  dictatorship of
Keivzer William 11 and rcasoned that the absence of liberalism in German could have

been the cause of problems in German and therefore favoured the establishment of the
republic in 1919,

communism. Thercfore they feared th

‘The inability and instabilities faced by the new communist government under l.enin in
Russia. During this time the communist government was cntangled in all sorts of
problems c¢.g. there was massive clashes between the white and red army, tamine.
inflation, numerous strikes ctc, therefore the government in Russia could not spear time
and resources 1o aid their fellow communists in German thus giving way for the
establishinent of the republic.

Fhe desire by the Germans to establish a government which was more accommodative
than the previous governments. The Germans demanded for equal representation of all
groups ol people and a reduction of Prussian influence over German affairs since the
imperial constitution favoured Prussia. This was done in the Weimar constitution which
was more accommodative to all Germans.

. The failure of the communist revolution was also another important event toward the

emergence ol the republic. It should be noted that the communists had started a
revolution being influenced by the Russian revolution of 1917, lowever this was
suppressed by the provisional government thus giving way for the rise of the Weimar

republic in 1919,

- The heavy bloodshed and insceurity in Berlin were also responsible for the rise of the

republic. This forced the constituent assembly delegates to shift the assembly venue

from Berlin (o Weimar town. It was from here that a new constitution and republic was

declared leading to the rise of the republic.
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12. The need for reconciliation and peaceful co-cxistence with other powers led 1 it

creation of the republic. It should be noted that German's aggression had isolateq hey I
from the rest of Europe except in few countries like Austria, Turkey and Bulgaria, |y, o
in turn retarded cconomic growth and undermined German's position Internationally i
‘This in one way or the other facilitated the establishment of the republic. _ ;‘]
I'he weakness of Keizer William 1I that led to the collapse of the monarchy in Germgy,

W

The monarchy had become unpopular by 1919 hence facilitating the establishment of ,
democratic government,

T

q
- The resignation and abdication of Keizer William the II left power vacuum througp
which the republic arose. It should be noted that duc to pressure from the German,
Keizer fled into exile living behind a political vacuum. One can safcly arguc therefore
that if Keizer William had not fled into exile, there would not have existed a politicy]

vacuum which the republic exploited leading to its establishment.

I5. The weakness of the communist army that made it fail to protect the communis ‘
. b
revolution.

l
|
t’.

1

o\

- k‘
. The support the government had from the masses. :

]
L

SUCCESS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC |

|

l.~ The Weimar republic passed and carried out various political and constitutional reforms
in German and for the first time in the history of German, there were general elections
for the republican president where cvery German over 21 years had a right to vote. This
became a turning point in the history of German.

12

‘The republic introduced the Reichstag to replace the former Bundesrat and this

promoted liberal democracy based on proportional representation of all partics and on

universal manhood suffrage. This therefore promoted people’s democratic and political

rights in German. Y

3. 'The republic reduced the powers of the top German leaders c.g. the
ministers were now entirely answerable to the electorate. The president was given
limited powers compared to the powers of Keizer William 11 by the 1871 constitution.
This limited the dictatorship of the German president leading to prosperity.

4. The government abolished hereditary authority in favour of de
Prussian dominance over German come to an end and
speech, right to decision making, expression ctc.

5. 'The government carried out revaluation of the German mark backed by

countries land. The government could not allow the currency to decay and hence in

August 1923, the new German chancellor Guster Stressman began to stabilize the

German mark or currency. By issuing the new German currency known as “Reuten

chancellor and his

mocracy. ‘Therclore the
as a result there was freedom of

[}

the valuc of the

- 261
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mark”, the incrcusing level of infl
recovery of German ¢conomy
The Wetmar republic

rc 3 3 3 . .
curbed down in German and helped in the

mproved
POW CTS. I'he relations had been ting
fact. Stressman played

International rela:
Jhational relations between German and other
ed for many Vel

: l ars since the downfall of Bismarck. In
OTCI 2] - el
gether with General Dawes and began the Dawes

paid to the aljje . I ‘
B .n allics, German was provided with loans [rom
s boosted jts cconomy.,

. prepared German g sign the |
Swiss resort between France, Brit i

a big role
plan in which war costs were
the T.eague of Nationg
The Weimar republic
_ .ocarno treaty ol 1925 signed at the
tain, Belgium and [taly. This brought reconciliation
tion for peace and eventually, the German Rhineland’s
ed tension between German and I rance.

and prepared German to join the Icague of Nations in
use of the arrangement at Locarno that again German become

ﬁ‘lf.‘l]d o ufhur lmwcrs of Europe and thus a member of the League of Nations. ['his
existed until 1935 when Adolf Hitler withdrew

of Nations.

The republic prevented German from falling into the hands of communism especially
afler the success of the Bolshevik revolution of 1917. Tt was evident that German was to
be the next country to experience a communist takeover but the republic suppressed the
communist revolution thus stopping the spread of communism in central Furope.

. The republic ended World War 1 which had been disastrous not only to German but to
the whole of Europe. The war took a lot of money, property, lives and although the
German nationalists and the war mongers were determined to continue with the war, the
Weimar republic skillfully signed the armistice that ended the war.

. The Weimar republic again suppressed “IHitler’s Munich Putch of November 1923
where Adoll Hitler had tried to overthrow the democratic government by means ol a
coup but was arrcsted and imprisoned. The government was saved from an attack and
helped in the political transformation that existed in German for some time.

. The republic carried out rehabilitation on German'’s social-cconomic scctors that had
been badly affected by the war c.g. communication nctworks, infrastructure were
rchabilitated. schools were re-cstablished, healthy centers and others were restored

overy. However, this was short lived as they were shuttered by

and peacelul co-existence, arbitrg
were demilitarized and this reduc
The Wenmar republic assisted
1926. In fact it was beca

Germans membership {rom the [.cague

which was a sign of rec
the world economic depression. . ) _ )
13. “The republic suppressed the “Wolfgang ttpr:srf:g in 1920 \f-'hu;h become the 111‘:\‘1
challenge of the Weimar republic. This upnsmg. was ﬂi:’»““-m the 8(‘“"‘—‘““1.10“1 SL
acceptance of the Versailles scttlement of 1919.zfnd ‘1t occurred }11 the Baltic rcgulm ot
German. [t caused insceurity and gencral instability in German for some days until the

Weimar republic organized and suppr
restored.
NOTE: For the fa
downfall of the republic.
Scanned by CamScanner

essed the revolters. Thus peace and security was
ilures of the Weimar republic, refer to the factors for the
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YACTORS FOR THE DOWNFALL OF THE WEIMAR REPUBL ¢
BY 1934.

The liberal government in German completely collapsed in 1934 when Adolf Hitler
scrapped off the republican constitution and declared German a one party gy,
cspecially after the death of President Hindenburg., The collapse ol the libgy,
government was as a result of the following.
. The Weimar republic was unpopular right from the beginning becausc ol accepting
terms of the Versailles settlement of 1919 imposed on German which limited Germy,
military. reduced German's Empire and alicnating German nationals. In fact by 1919
was a general talk in German that the republic had betrayed the country and this made
the republic unpopular hence accounting for its collapse.
The government faced internal rebellion and revolts that weakened the governmen
completely e.g. the Wolfgang revolt that struck Berlin, Hitler's Munich patch in Baviy!
and the rebellion of Karl Liebknecht and others which led to instabilitics amcl’ir
disorganization internally thus influencing the collapse of the republic. |
3. The impact of the French invasion of Ruhr in 1923 as a result of German’s failure to
pay the war indemnity. When this occurred the republican government was humiliated,
led to collapse of the standards of living, production reduced, inflation went high and
there was general suffering in German. All these were blamed on the republic for
having failed to protect the integrity of German which partly accclerated discontents.
lcading to the collapse of the republic. |

(]

-

-

=

L

-

=

4. The death of outstanding leaders of the republic who had madc its survival possible. | .

I:.g. Fredrik Ebert died in 1925 prematurely, Stressman who had tried to reconcile |
German with other powers died in 1929. To make matters worse, in 1934 the republican

i el il : [
president Hindenburg, a veteran general of the war also dicd giving Adolph Hitler an *

opportunity to take over power thus ending the survival of the republic. |
‘The impact of the world economic depression of 1929. Although the period between |
1924 and 1928 witnessed steady economic progress in German, this changed drastically

N

Lk " i ' 1 i
when the world was hit by the world cconomic blizzard that started from USA with the !

collapse of the world’s stock cxchange market lcading to decline in wages, poot

working condition ctc. this eventually undermined the government and damaged its

rcputation.

propagate against the government.
The depression led to high levels of unemployment which heavily damaged

reputation of the government.
The depression led to decline of wages and this was blamed on the government he

i the
ii.
m nee
111.

Joosing the sympathy of the masses.

. ~ : . ; ment
The depression led to collapse of German industrics which escalated the unemployme

iv.
problem in German.
Scanned by CamScanner _

The depression led to increased inflation in German which Adolf Hitler used © ¢
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: ainst the
The impacts gainst

of the depression gave Hitler an opportunity to propagatc @
government hence its failure,

* 1 ‘Iease 1 J . . e A = 4 (.:1111 ](’\\‘
[.ed to mcereased insceurity in German as a result of massive unemploym

incomcC which increased opposition against the government.
| yii. The depression led 1o the collapse of social services ¢.g. health, cducational.
- cte that severely affected the German population.
' yiii. The depression led 10 increased demonstration and mobs which badly
' image ol the government,
;i-.t The depression lailed the work of the Leaguc of Nation in its cffort to maintain pcace.
' x. ‘Thedepression led to the rise of Nazism and Adolf Hitler in German. _
6. The risc of Adolf Hitler and his Nazi party who undermined the republic. 'l"hmugh %115
propaganda and convincing language, he promised to end uncmployment. stubilize
German cconomy and reviving German’s prestige. Eventually many Germans suPPO"W.d
him and as a result the Nazi representatives in the German assembly increcascd. ‘This
created a solid foundation for Hitler's attacks on the government leading to its collapsce
in 1934. This was through the following:
i, Hc propagated against the government’s failure to end the unemployment problem in
German.
He was behind the increasing violence through his Storm troopers that discredited the
government.
. He always condemned the Weimar leaders for accepting the Versailles scttlement of
1919 that won him popularity.
. iv. He challenged the republic through the famous Munich patch in Bavaria in 1923.
- v. lle declared himsclf the president in 1934 after the death of Hindenburg thus throwing
. aside the Weimar constitution.
vi. Ilc formed the Nazi party that challenged the government thus leading to its collapsec.
~ vil. le created a tense situation through terror that the government failed to handle.
'~_ viii.llc used the French invasion of Ruhr in 1923 to undermine the reputation of the
' government,
- ix. Ile promiscs of reviving the German glory influenced the Germans (o support him
against the government.
X. His promiscs of reviving the German economy made the Germans to support him.
7. The general situation in German which was characterized by social unrest. Therctore as
the Germans continued to experience a collapsing economy, there was total suffering,
lcading to mobs. discontented middle class, collapsc of pension schemes, in\"CSlmaﬁQ
insurance cte. all these exposed the weaknesses of the republic leading 10 its collapse. 1
" 3. Generally the Germans had no respect for democratic government, they had for lone
been under military rule since the time of Bismarck. Therefore they had =
experienced civilian leadership and therefore had no respect to i, :
facilitated by the failure of the government to live to the expectation

insurancc

affected the

—

i

—
—
—

-

never
his tradition was

of the masses and
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9.

10.

1.4

13,

14,

th

16.

17.

18.

. The increcased assassinations of top officials in German c.2. Walter Rathenav (German |

thercfore preferred o totalitarian regime giving way for the risc of Adoll Hitler gy the
downfall of the republic., i

The liberal Weimar faced a problem of increased violence which it f"a.zlcd Lo contrg] ang
this violence was promoted by Hitler and his storm troopcrs. l‘lus cz:luscd Massiy,
bloodshed, insecurity lcading to tension among the Germans and this discredieg the
Weimar republic leading to its collapsc.

The Weimar republic also lacked support from the German army to deal with g,
problems ¢.g. when Adolf Hitler paraded his storm troopers on streets 10 terrori s the
opponents of the Nazi party, the German army did nothing. Iiven when Hitler SWept the
liberal constitution aside, the army did nothing to re-instate the government.

The weakness of the League of Nations. The League of Nations was partly cstablisheg
to alleviate the social and economic crisis which was caused by World War 1. Howey,y
the league failed to live to its expectations leading to massive unemployment. inflatioy
slarvation which was exploited by Adolf Hitler to propagate against the republic g
causing more insccurity that led to the collapse of the republic. i

- The Weimar republic had a weak constitution i.c. it was organized on a system of equg|

proportional representation where all political groups would have fair representation, |
Unfortunately, there existed many political groups c.g. the communists, monarchisis,
republicans, Nazis etc and no single party had the majority in parliament. This resulied
into chaos and rivalry in parliament that undermined the performance of the republic
leading to its collapse. |
The death of Hindenburg in 1934 ended the existence of the republic. 1is death created
a political vacuum which was exploited by Adolf Hitler and swept away the Wuimurf
republic hence establishing dictatorship in German. !
The republic was faced with popular uprisings and revolts that challenged its existence
c.g. the [rec corps revolts of 1920s, the attempted coup by Adolf THitler in 1923 |
weakenced the government hence facilitating its collapse,

foreign minister), Gustavo Ezberger — the leader of the armistice dclegation were |
assassinated by the free corps and anti — Semitic youth. Thus between 19]9- 1922,
there were 376 political murders and this led to increased insccurity in German,

The republic was further challenged by the increasing opposition from the professional |
groups i.c. the legal and the teaching professionals, civil service and the German army
was against the republic hence leading to its collapse.

Lack ‘ol support from the German army. The army disliked the disarmament clause
which the Weimar leaders had ratified thus the army could not save the government.

The increasing opposition from political groups especially the social democratic party:
the free corps, the conservatives, the Nazis etc, all these had deferent interests and
caused a state of anarchy that undermined the survival of the republic.
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THE WORLD ECONOMIC DEPRESSION (1929-1934)

|
This refers to a situation of low economic activitics that took place in urope betweey
1929 -1934, It characterized by inflation, uncmployment. low demand, low incomgs, {
low revenue, low standards of living, poor balance of payments, low investments, heavy
debt burden ctc. The crisis started on 24" October 1929 at the Wall Street siock )
exchange market in U.S.A. This immediately affected other powers in the world excep;
Russia and Poland that had communist economics. The depression shuttered whateyer
confidence to growth in Europc after world war I. Unsold goods accumulateg,
production slowed down and in some cases stopped, uncmployment went up and there
was little money among the people and hence low purchasing powcr.

hich closcd down ¢.g. the

The depression threatened the banking institutions some of w
untrics wWere now |

Austrian central bank closed in 1931, political crisis developed and co
concerned with domestic problems and preserving intcrnal peace, national rccovery i
took precedent over internal security. Thus some historians rcgard the cconomic

depression to be more disastrous than the two world wars. i

Tt

CAUSES OF THE WORLD ECONOMIC DEPRESSION

1. ‘The cffects of world war I. World War I left European countrics in a disorganized state
through heavy bombings and massive expenditure. During the war powcrs had incurred |
hcavy debts with U.S.A to finance the war. Even after the war, more loans were got for
recovery program. IHowever, there was pressurc 1o repay the loans with interest and
therefore heavy amounts of money were transferred from Europe to U.S.A. It should be
noted that German had borrowed money from U.S.A to pay the war reparation and in
turn she could pay back to U.S.A but with interest. This reduced money in circulation in |
German lcading to low purchasing power, low investments hence causing a depression. 1

. “The war resulted into massive unemployment which incvitably led to low incomes and
hencee low purchasing power. :

ii The war led to massive destruction of industries leading to uncmployment and low
productivity.

i ‘The war undermined free trade between countries leading to accumulation of unsold
industrial output thus leading to low levels of investments. _

sv. ‘The war undermined investment levels due to heavy debt, low consumption and halance |
of payment deficit.

v. The war forced European powers to incur heavy debts to finance the war thus after the
war huge amounts of money had to be transferred to USA which reduced money n 4
circulation leading to low incomes. 1

!

{
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2 I'he policy of .cconomic nationalism and is
U.S.A in the interwar period pursued g d}
cconomics i.c. U.S.A intended o shelter
powers. ‘This in turn forced other countrics
U.S.A but also against cach other, This shyt
prices as a result of flooding of
incomes, laying ofT of worker ctc
The policy shuttered internationa]

“Urope which resulted into low investment,

olationism. This policy by states especially
scriminative cconomic policy against other
her cconomy against imports (rom other
to react in the same way not only against
tered international trade which led to low
80ods on the market lcading to uncmployment, low
thus leading 10 a depression.

| } rade leading to low investments.
i With the collapse of international trade, unemployment level increased leading to low
consumption and thus accumulation of unsold goods

jii. The policy led to increased flooding of goods on the markets and this led to reduction in
production and investments.

The impact ol the gold standard system (gold tyranny or the dictatorship of gold). Under
this system, the cconomy of every country in Europe was supposcd to have the total
amounts of moncy in circulation exactly cquivalent to value of gold in reserves. This
was pursucd once again by U.S.A, the great financer of European economics after world
war |. unfortunately; many countries had limited amounts of gold in reserves hence
| limiting the amounts of money in circulation. This reduced the levels of demand and
cffective market potentials that negatively affected economic flows hence leading to a
. depression.

- i. This policy madce powers to reduce their monics’ in circulation leading to low levels of

LS )

| investments.
ii. The low levels of gold in reserves, led to reduction of money in circulation lcading to

» low purchasing power.
iii. It led to unemployment duc to low levels of investments.

4. Related to the above, was that European powers had securcd loans from U.S.A for
reconstruction and had to pay back with interests. This was worsened when U.S.A
started demanding for repayment in gold and this made countries to be left with liule
gold in reserves. This therefore limited money in circulation, leading to low cffective
demand in countrics like Sweden, Netherlands, German, Austria and others because
their gold reserves become dry. This gold tyranny depressed the production levels
which led to laying off of workers causing acutc poverty, unemployment hence lcading
to a depression. _

The worsening fall in incomes due to wndf: f)prcad uncmployment. Althou;_g,h most
European countrics c.g. Italy, German and Britain had reached a sound cconomic boom

B 268
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920~ 1929 little had been d(.mc o i"“pmvc he
loyment remained high ¢.g. in Bri;,, .

Ilions ctc. This lack of income lefy he
leading to laying ofl" of worker ang

in agriculture and industry between 1
social - cconomic welfare of the people. Unempi¢
was at about one (1) million, in German six (6) m!
accumulated output unsold from industrial sector
henee a de i ; ,

6. The failurrc)r((:)Sl:Sltoht League of Nations. This failed to implement c_c{?non?lc 'PUIIL‘ics
nccessary for free trade and instead the leaguc of nation wa.s uscd by some states Lf—:
Britain and France to promote selfish interests. It therefore failed to put up 4 mcchem{sm
that could ensure the free flow of goods and services among states and fhcrclm-c
countrics resorted to protectionism. As a result countrics were prevented [rom free trade .
which would make them acquire profits, leading to investments,
Jobs cte. o

7. The increased use of capital intensive methods of production. In m():s‘t capitalist Sla‘lcs of
Furope. new technologies led to over production and laying off of workers Icading 1o |
massive uncmployment, low incomes leading to low purchasing power henee g '
depression. )

8. The impact of the Versailles settlement of 1919. It should be noted that the Versailles 'f:
settlement was unrealistic i.c. it did not favour fair trading among states, conscquently 1
states become selfish in safeguarding their cconomic interests. The reparation clause
shuttered German’s economy and hence leading to a depression. .

1. The demilitarization clause led to increased unemployment in German. \

1. The colonial clause made German to loose a lot of revenue from her former colonics of i,
Tanganyika, Togo land, Cameroon and Namibia.

11. The territorial clause made German loosc resources c.g. in Alsace and [.orain,
Melmedy, Saar region, Port of Danzig etc.

iv. ‘The reparation clause forced German to borrow a lot of money to pay the reparation
which badly affected her economy.

v. 'The trcaty undermined free trade as countrics were only concerned with protecting
sclfish cconomic interests.

vi. ‘The scttlement created a weak league of nation that failed to establish proper economic
policies that would enhance free trade.

L] » ['l
high incomes, more

[

vii. The treaty undermined free trade especially in countries like German.

viii.l.ed to wide spread violence which led to low economic activitics.

ix. Led 1o wide spread low incomes ducs to the poor terms of the treaty.

9. 'The fall in the prices of agricultural products also affected those countries that majorly
depended on agriculture. This reduced their foreign cxchange carnings as a result their
purchasing power also declined leading to dumping and increasing  unemployment
which worsened the crisis. g

10. Lack of strong economic leadership in U.S.A and Britain led 1o persistent bankruptey.
fluctuation in production of agriculture and industria] scctors that deepened the crisis. 1t
should be noted that the republican government of Hoover in U.S.A

Lsrs

adopted a laissc/-
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wire policy by CNCOUraging free ontrm.:
f‘I-iccs. production and \V:gcq " enterprise which made private individuals to control
ssaned the oce > ¥et the government increased tariff, This cventually
conditioned the occurrence of the crisi reased tariff. .
inercased  production due 1 technolo

: . gical advancement i rms of machines and
p,-nduclmn techniques c.g. in Canada { pemen. it eEmg G5 puie) (

aine and fruits and 4c 2 vac here was over production of wheat, coffee. meal.
grai , dh‘ 8 result of huge supplics, began to terrorize the agricultural
scelor ).-'cl there was no free trade, Consequently markets for such cmﬁmndilicﬂs become
impossible 10 ge z{nd thus there was production at loss 'l'l;is rcs'ulllcd into cconomic
plizzard that negatively affecteqd Canadian agricultural s.cctor tln.:s making the slump
incvitable. )

. rhe rumors of the Wal : . .. )
12. The | Street stock clash, The political and cconomic announcement

madc by promincnt Politician through respected news papers plus the rumors that

circulated though out Europe that the Wal| Street stock exchange market was about 10

collapse increased panic and disorganized economic activities in the whole of Furope.

'~ ;. Itcreated fear and panic among the business community leading to withdraw of moncey

from banks.

ii. It disorganized the economic activities in the world.

i Led to collapse of the Wall Street exchange market and some banks which escalated the
depression,

iv. It undermined investments due fear and tension.

" v, Led to collapse of international trade.

vi. Led to increased unemployment as businessmen withdrew their money from the banks.

EFFECTS OF THE DEPRESSION

1. The depression shuttered international trade i.e. economies remained incapable of
importing and cxporting to and from other countries. As a result of protectionism this
resulted into economic decay.

' 2. The great financial powers of the world were greatly affected as many banks closed
~ down and other related financial institutions become bankrupt and closed ¢.g. in U.S.A.
Canada. Switzerland and in Austria the central bank was closed down and this
. cventually worsened the crisis. ’

- 3. Many factories, processing plants and other agricultural ventures c?.llz.lpscd duc to the
_ narrow market c.g. in Belgium, Canada, Netherlands and Italy. This worscned the
cconomic conditions of the people. _

-4 "T'he crisis led to high level of unemployment nearly in the whole \\:orld duc to collapse
 of industrics. factories, agriculture and oth(.:r related sectors e.g. in 1_93.‘1. there were
three (3) million unemployed people in Belgium, r.norc than three (3.] millions in France.,
more than five (5) in U.S.A. This increased sulfering of the masses in those states henee

- deepening the crisis.
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The depression led to the breakdown of international relations c.g. many counyg,
condemned and hated U.S.A for her policy of economic nationalism and iSUlmiUnigmt
This altitude undermined the policy of ever lasting peace as advocated lor by signatorie
at Versailles.

The depression led to the outbreak of political upheavals in deferent parts of the world,
This was partly due to acute poverty, unemployment, starvation, low incomes leading (g
increased desperacy, mobs, strikes and general insceurity leading to crisis and logs of
confidence in the existing governments. This led to loss of hope that dominated th,
interwar period e.g. in Italy, German and elsewhere, political upheavals were rampgp
lcading to collapse of existing governments.

‘The governments in power suffered as a result of a depression c.g. in U.S.A the
republican government was removed from power and democrats 100k over under
Franklyn Roosevelt, in Britain the labour party was removed from power because of jig
failure to balance the budget and thus the rise of a coalition government of the liberals,
in German, the Weimar republic fell from power, in Spain, Turkey and Japan dictatorial
governments come into power.

The depression undermined the working of the Leaguc of Nations. Member states
abandoned the policy of international alliance, free trade and resorted to independent
decisions. European countries were therefore operating on a jungle law (survival for the

fittest). Morcover countries were not willing to fund the l.caguc of Nations thus |
undermining the League of Nation’s capacity to deal with international crisis. Again the

depression made countries to withdraw their membership from the Leaguc of Nations

and others resorted to aggression,
‘The depression paved way for the spread Russian communism in the whole of Europe.

‘This was a result of wide spread poverty, unemployment and stagnation in all spheres
" - - - 1
that made the masses to think about communism as a solution to their problems. Also -

the spread of communism led to the rise of dictators e.g. in German, Nazism come nto

power partly as a result of the need to destroy communism which was threatening the

middle class. In Spain, General Franco came into power after over throwing the liberal

government. -

The depression led to the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939, The failurc of !
liberal governments to solve the problems of the people led to the rise of dictators in

Italy and German. These dictators wanted to destroy democracy c.g. Adolf Hitler

wanted all countries to accept Nazism ideology and it’s not a surprise therefore that, |

when he come to power he revived the arms race, formed the Berlin - Rome  Tokyo

axis which camp become poisonous to world peace.
As a result of the depression, the gold standard system was abandoned in many

countries with the exception of few e.g. France, Holland, Belgium and Switzerland.
This was so because powers thought that they could not continuc with the system I &

situation where powers had little gold in reserves.
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{ 4d Withdrawn the;, savings and therefore banks had to close

orking capital, E.g. in German. banks collapsed.

Sl.recl stock exchange market in U.S.A.

rried out currency devaluation mainly to increase

and in turn high total sells were realized. 1t also

down because they did not haye the w
the Austrian central bank ang the Walj
As a result of the depression, US.A ca
the purchasing power of her nationals
advanced loans and grants tg jig natio
depresston.

4. The depression led to regional grou
of Scandinavian countries

nals and o European states to recover from the

: pPIngs intended to fight the crisis. The OS1.O group
: including Norway, Switzerland was formed. The
imcmau-onal lflbour organization was formed by League of Nations and the world
cconomic conferences were held in order to devise mcan; of fighting the depression.

THE WAYS THROUGH WHICH THE DEPRESSION WAS
CURBED

Discuss the reaction of European powers to stop the world economic
depression.

- 1. Most liuropean states designed social — economic policics to address the slump. Its
phenomenon to mention that industrial and agricultural sectors were improved upon.
Trade unions in deferent countries were given autonomy and also progressive taxes
were levied from the rich to subside the poor. This improved the gencral welfare of the

4 house hold leading to increased incomes and increased purchasing power,
= 2, Somec countrics c.g. U.S.A, Britain, and France without hesitation gave uncmployment
; relicfs to their citizens who were above 18 years for them to realize the purpose of life

on this planct carth. This was a fundamental precedent which was emulated by other

j. powers lcading to increased effective demand.

3. U.S.A carried out currency devaluation mainly to ipcrease the purchasing power of its
citizens and in turn realize high total sells. It also advanced loans and grants for its

. nationals and Furopean countries to recover from the depression.

4. Most European lcaders resorted to dictatorship as a solution. Force was used against
demonstrators and strikers. Quarter system was employed on both imports and exports
and in order to safcguard the infant local industries, tariffs were enforced.

5. The affected countries resorted to formation of regional economic integration. This
resulted into free trade which had been put in a limbo for some time duc to cconomic
nationalism and protectionism. The OSLO bloc was formed and the agricultural
oriented nature of castern Europcan countries teamed up under the British common
wealth, This led to free flow of goods and services leading to prosperity of trade.

272
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6. Kuropean countries stopped the gold system which was a contributor to the depressjoy,
Regardless the amounts of gold in rescrves, countrics printcd moncy lhr.ough the centry
banks of deferent countrics, it was circulated into the cconomy and this beefed up 1,

purchasing power of the masses.
7. Some countries like German, under

scttlement of 1919 that had crippled German’s economy

Hitler afier coming to power discontinued the payment of the war reparation to the
and the Saar coal ficlds which had been taken from

Adolf Hitler destroyed the harsh Versailleg
as a solution to the slump,

victor powers, the Rhineland’s g
German were re -occupied and industrialization programs werc rejuvenated and as g
result German’s cconomy slowly but surely recovered.
8. In 1933, the world cconomic conference was convenc
by sixty six countries. The representatives’ tirclessly w
solve the great depression e.g. the world currency
stabilization, removal of trade restrictions, harmonizing

imports and exports, tariffs ctc.

d in Geneva and it was attended
orked out various modalitics 1o

9. Countrics also restricted borrowing and lending on the | Iy i
argument that money borrowed was to be invested in The Oﬂ]}’ ‘hlﬂg
productive venturcs. U.S.A was forced to stop granting | Y we have tﬂ [eaf
of loans and began to seriously ask for rcpayment g : :
especially from those countries that had borrowed from IS feﬂl‘ llSElf.”

U.S.A before 1929.

10. Somc powers forcefully embarked on a radical foreign
policy. In this policy they hoped to get raw materials,
markets for their manufactured goods and arcas for
investments. E.g. the Japanese invasion of china in 1931 i
was partly to exploit cotton and silk for her cconomic benefits, Italian invasion of
Ithiopia and Hitler’s invasion of Austria etc were as a result of the need to fight the |

depression. E
11. Many countrics began diversification policies ¢.g. in Canada, the government shilted

from majoring in agriculture to full scale industrialization. This increased production
leading to increased incomes and investments thus increased purchasing power.

12. Some countrics began to restrict immigration especially people from the Balkan states.
‘This was intended to reduce the escalating levels of unemployment c.g. in Canadi.
Brazil, Argentina ctc.

13. The clection of Franklyn Roosevelt in 1932 brought into Amecrica the politics ol
courage and vigor backed by determination especially with his common slogan of “the
only thing we Americans have to fear is fear its self’. llence by this, a positive
approach restored cconomic hope and certainty in American cconomy. lle later
launched “a new deal” based on stringent federal control of credits. Indeed by 1933, he
had restored confidence in the American banking scctor, regulated the powers of the
treasury departments and tried to counter the effects of crisis on the American cconomy-

273
Scanned by CamScanner



O o il e

p -

L2

16.

- s e T ——— ___‘,_-

n Irance the government passed decrees

o vt \V}]i(_,’h
3 and laws to control wagces and prices
WeTC removed from the hands of priv

. o Pt v ”]C
] 3 ale owners. In Russia though lessly aflected b) ‘
ch"‘fSS“m‘ the first five years of Stalin led to re- 1 imlus‘lr‘léll

organization of the Russial
sector. doubled the general industrigl the

production and investment programs.
American government stopped lending abroad and even withdrew her short term loans
(0 offsct the cconomy at home, This was intended to stabilize American finances which
were disorganized by the depression,

(n German the president- Ilindcnburg, passed an emergency decree cutting cxpenditure
and imposing new taxes. German also sought help from the League of Nations in order
(0 stabilize her cconomy.

In Britain. the government which composed of the liberals and conservatives passcd @
special supplementary budget with strings attached c.g. pay cuts to the armed forces, il
also ook Britain out of the gold standard system and this allowed the value ol the
British pound to normalize.

. Some countrics raised tariffs to protect home industries from forcign competition.
. Some countrics adopted communism c.g. Yugoslavia, china, Korca ctc to end the

cconomic crisis.

. I'conomic rescarch was done i.e. JM Keynes a British economist carried out rescarch

and camc up with economic solutions. Keynes advocated for reduction of taxcs,
increase government expenditure, subsidization to increase consumption.

. Stalin came up with a five year plan to revive the Russian economy.

Questions:

Examine the causes and effects of the world economic depression.

To what extent was the American nationalism and isolationism responsible for the
outhreak of the world economic depression?

The world economic depression of 1929- 1933 was inevitable. Discuss
How far was the Versailles settlement of 1919 responsible for the outbreak of the
world economic depression?
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FASCISM AND BENITTO MUSSOLIN IN ITALY
(1922 — 1943)

The word FFascism simply means resting and
putting all powers in hands of one person. It wy,
developed from the Jtalian word “Fasces™ which
a band of rods ticd around an axc that wa

mcant
the magistrate’s emblem of power in the

historical Rome. In the ycars after 1919, it was 4
term used to describe a group of small bands useq *
to fight socialism and communism. In actual
sense, Fascist governments arc usually
characterized by rigid onc party dictatorship,
forceable suppression ol opposition,

centralization of power, belligent nationalism,

racism and militarism.

7 : 5
/ A2 R /;_h_ .1% Fascism was founded as a party ir*{ lf)l‘) by
Benito Mussolini who was an ex- socialist and
journalist by then living in Milan in Lombardy. He controlled this party and helped it 1o
capture power and government from 1922 -1943 in the middle of the Second World
War. Indced Fascism was composed of the frustrated, jobless, desperate mobs,
desperate veterans and industrial capitalists who had fear against communism that was

spreading from Russia.

FACTORS FOR THE RISE OF FASCISM AND BENITTO
MUSOLIN IN ITALY

1. The existence of political distress in Italy. In ltaly by then, there was a constitutional
monarchy in hands of victor Emmanucl IIl1 whose government was full of political
distress and dissatisfaction. This is so because since the unification of Italy, little had
been done to improve the social and economic conditions of the people. Thus Mussolini
cxploited such unpleasant cconomic conditions among the people to appeal to the
ltalians and this favoured his risc to power in 1922.

The impact of the appalling poverty mainly among the peasants of southern ltaly.
industrial workers and among the ex-soldiers. All these hated the constitutional
monarchy of victor Emmanucl III who had failed to improve their welfare and this made
the Italians to respond to the appeals of Mussolini positively who had promised 1©
alleviatc poverty. Conscquently paving way for the rise of Benito Mussolini and

8%

fascism.
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I'he impact of World War [ on Haly worked in - - S
orked in favour of Beni ssolini and Fascism.
an i ; i ¢ cnito Mussolint and I-asc
falian involvement in World w.

War T had negatively affected the political Imagc and
i ; . ading, to bankruptey, cconomic decay, unemployment and
others Wh[d? were ngl lmmcdi“wl)’ addressed by the government. This gave Mussolini
an opportunity o propagate against the government which facilitated his risc to power
in 1922,

The impact Of'.llllc Versailles settlement of 1919 on ltaly sowed sceds for the risc of
Benito Mussolini. Although ltaly had gained Trieste and Trientino, she did not pain
Iiume as had been promised in the seerete treatjes with the allicd powers. Above all she
did not gain glory and respect like her allies and this brought disharmony in ltaly and
the constitutional government. Therefore when Mussolini emerged and promisced to
punish the signatorics at Versailles and revive the Italian name. he reccived wide
support hence his rise to power. ;

I'he existence of massive violence in Italy also favoured the rise of Mussolini. b.g. by
1919, there was too much blagage, high way robbery, instabilitics. strikes and
demonstrations by the unemployed masses in the south and among the workers lcading
o industrial revolts in the north especially in Milan. All these indicated that the
government of King Emmanuel I had failed and Mussolini used this atmosphere 16
make appeals to the masses leading to his rise to power.

Related 1o the above was the social- economic anarchy that characterized Ialy afier
1920. "T'he halian economy was featured by hyper inflation, increasing taxcs. risc of
prices, decline in wages, urban congestion and other related social cconomic ills that
were conneceted with the Italian stagnant economy. The failure of the liberal government
to address these ills, gencrated discontents against the government which had a weak
machincry cnabling Mussolini to rise to power in 1922.

The influence of Mussolini’s black shirted men who were organized and prepared by
Mussolini especially to cause havoe and violence in Italy. They causcd a situation that
aroused hatred of the Italian people against the government. L.g. they sceretly Killed
leaders of other opposition partics making the government unstable and disorganized.
This influcnced the masses to respond positively to Mussolini’s appeals henee

destroyed her cconomy ¢

lacilitating his rise to power.
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I1. "The success of the Russian revolution of 1917 which become a sllmulatm'g Fucl.or lo the
rise of Mussolini and fascism in Italy. The success of the Russia.n revolution SUmU_]ill.L‘d:-
socialist hopes in Italy and the socialists hoped to cstablish a purcly sm:lulm
government which scared the Italian capitalists and the middle class on whom the future
of the nation depended. Mussolini in this played his politics as he condemneqg
communism and promised to protect the wealth of the Italian middle C]ZISS“{IHLI hence the
wealthy middle class embraced Mussolini’s ideology thus facilitating his rise 1o power,

12. The risc and personality of Benito Mussolini. He was a former soldicr and had charismg
and capability in politics. He had worked in many arcas and had varicty of joh
experiences and knew how to withstand hard times and challenges hence he become a
good organizer and was talented with extra power of speech, he appealed to the affected
people with positive promises and eventually the Italians followed him giving him great
support that enabled him to rise to power.

I3. “The success of the fascist match on Rome on 28" October 1922. 1t was at the congress
at Naples in 1921 when Mussolini and his party were joined by the revolutionary party
of Iidmond. Mussolini had an over whelming support of the people and therefore
announced the match to Rome forcing the Prime Minister Geolleti to resign. Therelore
Mussolini moved together with his black shirted from Milan to Rome and this scared
king victor Emanucl 111 and thus appointed Mussolini as the prime minister. It was this
appointment that Mussolini used to establish a fascist state it [taly.

14. The press propaganda also worked in favour of Mussolini. Through the public speeches
and news papers c¢.g. the Mussolini’s news paper “popolo-de-Italia™ cmphasized and
condemned the liberal government. Mussolini organized political and military parades.
in which the fascist slogans were sung, emphasized the lalian glory. Through the news
papers he promised 1o revive the Italian glory that had collapsed since World War . All
these popularized Mussolini and favoured his rise to power,

I5. The influence of various philosophics c.g. the Hegel's philosophy which stated that “a
state is the supreme manifestation of God on earth”, Implying that the supremacy of
Italy in Luropc was to be observed which the government had failed to cstablish.
IHowever, Mussolini in his propaganda promised to the people 1o preserve the
suprcmacy of ltaly as a state and this in many ways influenced the Italians to support
Mussolini as he was scen as a man who would preserve the supremacy of Italy.

16. I'he role of pope pious XI contributed towards the rise of Mussolini. Mussolini was in
support of the Catholic Church and through his statemeng he showed that he was
willing to reconcile the church and the state and therefore normalize the relations
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l ate that hagd remained tinted since 1870. Therefore basing.
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el d-ﬂlnlm state, the support of the pope won 101

. aCtitating his rise to power

; nent o cary ' : ine

4 big question among the poor [ali Y carry out land reforms in laly which remained

]l’l”illlh’ against the government talians causing discontents and hatred among the
‘ . - Above all, the masses had wanted a review of the |

sl which the povernment fajle i
5) L lailed 1o do henee giving an opportunity to Mussolini 1O
propagale against the governmeny - T

o the fact that Italy was majorly
Viussolini many Catholics henge

[he failure of the liberal gov

and

[he failure ol the parliamentary system als ; . -
: o thal, parties 1n Haly wer y system also led to the rise of Mussolini. It should be
n‘n ]I Jics and liberals {'l)',l vere weak and disorganized and these included the socialists,
(_-(111\1( : .m‘uq wms; -“. 1es¢ dominated the parliament which was clected in1919. To
¢ 'C | :- o1 .l‘ b 1(.‘, » » »
ma e al J/ neglected the vital groups such as the industrialists. Jandlords.
Jerdans, peasants cle, therelore : s . " . -
veteran: _I £ 1erefore the above situation laid fertile ground for the risc ol
Viussolint.
_“T'he support 10! lh.(, army. The army also favoured Mussolini’s ris¢ to power ¢.g. 1921
the :11‘11-1)’ 't““ POll(:L never intervened when Mussolini's black shirted and other fascists
were 1'lg.gmg clections and intimidating voters. Also when Mussolini organized a match
from Milan to Rome, again the army never interfered and this partly explains why the
match was successful,

THE CONSOLIDATION OF FASCISM AND BENITO
MUSSOLINI IN ITALY (1922 - 1943)

In 1922. Mussolini was appointed as the prime minister of Ttaly with exceutive powers
and thus used this office to increase his powers and control over the parliament and the

state. As a result ol effective control of the parliament, Mussolini was in position 10

consolidate his rule in Haly.
Mussolini forced his political oppont

him was climinated c.g. the socialist le
rs c.g. Matteoti and Amendora were climinated thus the would be

as silenced hence consolidating is position.
| over the press and destroyed press

nts into submission and whoever tried to criticize
aders were liquidated in cold blood in 1924,

These socialist leade
opposition against Mussolini w

Mussolini developed unquestionable - contro
and suffocated political cxpressions and assemblics. all the

freedom. 1le controlled
cre climinated, magazines, radio stations

vere against [‘ascism W
y censored and in long run the majority of the ltalians were
This reduced opposition against

news papers which
and film theaters were strictl
kept ignorant about what was going on in the statc.

Mussolini and his government hence consolidation. |
Mussolini also in April 1926, all trade unions were banned and were changed into a co-
operate system there by weakening the possibility of socialist opposition against his
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10. Mussolini also affcected the trend of public education where

I'l. Mussolini also transformed the former parliamentary

12. Mussolini’s government also portrayed efficiency

6.

— — — e =

7 socialist to o -

government. The union was used as a plate form by 1!10 200 o B IIPF;“SL the
o virnn e 1alist opposttl aly.
government of Mussolini and therefore this weakened soci 1l1st opy \

In 1926, Mussolini banned all political partics in Italy and only remained with the

Fascist party. In this he employed the sccret police to check 021 \fdru:lus politicy)
- ronvened anywhere .
movements, political gatherings and others which would be convened anywhere in Maly.

’ e "] o E b 41 \
Those who refused were punished by death and this was el I.CLlLd mlt'ldpr t m(;l‘cd l_’} the |
Fascist general secretary Farrinacci who played a vital role in consolidating Fascism

ltaly,

Mussolini reduced the powers of opposition by sending suspected opponents Into exile
in Lipari Island in the Mediterrancan Sea where many of them were openly killed ang

others died of starvation, This created fear and panic on thc Sldf: O'f UPP‘?S”'IUH. .
consequently many of them joined Fascism thus consolidating the I'ascist regime iy

Italy.

Mussolini incorporated all other political leaders into his government. In this he w
able to reduce opposition through strict control and monitoring but eventually time after
time, Mussolini started climinating them through unknown Kkillings. As a resyl
opposition to Mussolini's leadership was eliminated.

He revised the Italian legal system into an authoritarian system where all Jocy]
democracics were destroyed and local governments were supervised by officials
appointed by Mussolini. Thus by centralization of power in Italy. Mussolini exereised
unquestionable control over the state and no wonder therefore the last article of the
constitution stated that “Mussolini is always right”.

Mussolini cstablished a grand council of the Fascists which destroycd any kind political

and civil freedoms which existed in Italy. All forms of liberalism were curtailed by
Mussolini’s fascist and this incvitably worked in favour of

Mussolini  hence
consolidation,.

intellectual frecdom ended
and purposc of Fascism, All
Were to swear an oath ol
and in this, young Fascists were
st rule in Italy.

and there were compulsory teachings of the origins, aims
professors, lecturers and teachers were supervised and
allcgiance and promise to teach Fascist principles
groomed and this helped in strengthening of the Fasci

syslem into a co-operate state with

tions formed the halian parliament
which was a representation of co-operations. The co-opcrations also contained industrial

capitalists and workers representatives and this was g channel through which workers
gricvances were settled and as a result, Mussolini climinated situations of strikes from
industrial workers consequently undermining internal instabilitics hencee consolidation,

28 divisions called co-operations and these co-opcra

in administration and politics and
advancements and developments. the civil
of construction of buildings, bridges, roads.

because of this, there were technological
scrvice was reformed, there were schemes
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- agricultural production and reduced starvation and poverty
(hat had made many lalians miserable, In so doing

idati Mussolini's image was popularized
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| yiussolini suppressed communism in Italy which was spreading from Russia and had

caused great dang.cr to the Italian middle class ¢.g. the industrialists, businessmen cte. ds
4 result Mussolini used repressive measure against communist acli\fitics and this won
pim the support of the wealth middle class who embraced his regime henee
consolidation.

;. \Viussolini resolved the long standing problems and enmity between the Catholic Church
and the state. This enmity had started in 1870 after the completion of the Italian
anification. Thus in order to reconcile the Catholic Church and the state. Mussolini
signed the Latcran treaty with pope pious XI and therefore the relations werc
normalized. In this the Italian clergy was pleased by Mussolini and therefore supported
him and his government hence consolidation.

. Mussolini also expanded and equipped the Italian army which he uscd to strengthen his
regime c.2. he enlarged the Tascist black shirted army into a disciplined. organized and
strong army. llc used this army to contain situations of lawlessness which had existed in
ltaly for a long time. This eventually created internal political stability. tranquility and
order. This was embraced by the Italians who supported Mussolini.

. Mussolini re¢ organized the industrialization sector in Italy e.g. old industrics were
renovated. the new onces were established i.c. the Pillerri rubber industry, oil reiinerics
cte. there was improvements in hydro electricity power generation and all these improve
the image of Mussolini thereby consolidating his rule in Italy.

. In his administration, he fought against *matfias™ which were common in southern ltaly
to reduce on corruption that had tinted the government of victor Iimanuel II1. he ¢ven
tricd to improve on the conditions of workers in relation to the working hours, pay and
their welfare. The Italian commercialists and merchants were happy with Mussolini’s
policy against robbery and this helped him to consolidate his position across the
business community in Italy.

. Mussolini extended the Italian glory abroad and gained reputation from the [ltalian
nationalists and glory seckers e.g. he invaded Lthiopia in 1935 to avert the Adowa
humiliation of 1896, in 1936, he occupied Albania, in the same year he expanded the
Fascist influence in Spain by supporting gencral Franco during the Spanish civil war of
1934- 1939,

+ He also consolidated his position by consolidating Italian presence in North Africa. 11e
carricd out various cconomic developments in the protectorate e.g. agriculture, trade and
industry which gave Italy a lot of benefits and many Italian settlers were resettled in
Libya. Indeed this forcign achievement popularized Mussolini’s government,
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21. Mussolini also extended and won the fricndship of other powers €.2. in 1937, ,if-ll
concluded an alliance with German (the Berlin — Rome ﬂlﬁancc)‘ and b\ 1939 he hyg ._5i1'}
concluded the Berlin — Rome — Tokyo alliance with the admission 0-1 J Zl[:)im. He hag ‘
also won the friendship of General Franco hence strengthening Italian influence 1y 5
Lurope, b

22. Mussolini also pursucd a successful foreign policy which gave him glory and reRpect ¢
c.g. he signed the Rome treaty with Yugoslavia in 1923.he reccived compensation of i
3000 livres after the Corfu incident . In 1924, he signed the Locarno 1rcut:\' which
appeared to promote diplomacy in Europe and all thesc cnabled him to consolidate hyg il
position.

23. He filled the key positions in the government with new Fascist officials c.g. in the
police, army etc. he appointed them as senators in the upper housc, madc them top
military and police officers and therefore these supported his policics and programs thus
consolidation. '

24. Mussolini made party membership as a yard stick of getting a government job and also
encouraged youth organization to support him. The mere fact that the youth were the
majority greatly helped him to consolidate his position.

. Mussolini kept to himsclf powers to initiatc laws and this made him 1o govern by
decrees. He retained powers to appoint departmental officials and ministers and in this
casc he ended up appointing his fellow Fascists who helped him to consolidate his
position,

\:\ '

[£S]
wn

26. 1ic also used political education for indoctrination of the Italians into FFascism i.c. the
ltalians were taught to be war like and to deprive freedom, peace and democracy from
others. All youth were to join youth organization for indoctrination, teachers and
lecturers were to wear a uniform, children were encouraged to criticize teachers who
were anti- fascists, the Italians were reminded of the great Roman Lmpire, they wert
taught to chant “Musselini is always right” ncw books were re - written glorilying
FFascism and all these helped Mussolini to consolidate his position,

. He established an efficient navy and air force.

. He signed diplomatic treaties with Russia, France etc.

. Increased Italian influence when he signed the treaty of Lausannc in 1923, in which he
recovered the island of Dodecanese and Rhodes from Greece.

[5° 2 N I AN
o e =]

ACHIEVEMENTS OF MUSSOLINI

i. e signed the Berlin — Rome — Tokyo axis that strengthened Italian position in Furope.
ii. Ilc signed the treaty with Yugoslavia in 1923,

iii. He reccived a compensation for Italy if 3000 livres after the Corfu incident.

iv. e promoted cducation.

v. l1lec consolidated Italian rule in North Africa.
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- i He strengthened Ttalian influence in Europe when he assisted General Franco during the
~ Spanish civil war of 1934 - 1939,

i, [e resisted carly Nazi takcover of Austria.

' yviii. e promoted diplomacy in Liurope when he signed the Locarno treaty in 1924,
ix.He recovered the island of Dodecanese and Rhodes from Greeee after signing the
[Lausannc trcaty which increased Italian influence in Europe.

FAILURES

| i Little was done in the strengthening of the economy through improvements in

' agriculture and industrial scctor.

i, Failed 1o cstablish a foreign exchange rate c.g. in 1926, he revaluated the [Italian
- currency making exports very expensive.

il [e failed to control the economic depression in Italy.

- iv. e failed to provide social services to the people e.g. health, insurance hence failing to
. achicve social welfare. -
~ v. He failed to completely stamp out corruption and embezzlement of state funds.

~ vi. His apgression made Italy to be hated by other powers of Europe.

- vii. His censorship of press killed press freedom.

| viiife destroyed parliamentary democracy by declaring Italy a onc party state.

; ix. He promoted favoritism and discrimination where staunch FFascists were favourced at the
expense of other people

" X, Ilc over taxed unmarried people in order to raise funds to reward those who produced 2
. big number of children.

. Xi. His regime was characterized by bloodshed especially those who opposed him.,

L Xi. e was partly responsible for the outbreak of the Second World War,

Xiii.Ile was responsible for the failure of the leaguc of nations
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xiv.He was responsible for the Italian defeat during the Sccond World War |
xv. His aggressive nature led to instabilitics in Europe.

Questions

I.  Account for the rise Fascism in Italy in 1922,

ii. How did Mussolini acquire and consolidate his rule in Ifaly.

iii. Why did liberalism in Italy collapse to Fascism?

iv. Account for the collapse of liberal democracy in Italy in 1922.

v. It was because of economic hardships that Mussolini came to power in Italy. Discuss
vi. Examine the success and failure of Fascism in Italy by 1940.

vii. IExamine the impact of Fascist rule on Europe.
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